


conservation area. Development would cause irreversible harm to biodiversity,
wildlife corridors and the rural landscape, and increased light and air pollution
would further degrade these habitats.

Local infrastructure is already operating at capacity. Meopham and Istead Rise
GP practices have both confirmed that they are full. The local road network is
also unsuitable for the level of traffic likely to be generated by approximately
1,450 additional vehicles, which would worsen congestion, pollution and road
safety issues. Increased traffic could also impede emergency access along
Norwood Lane.

The development would also remove open land that currently helps absorb
surface water, increasing flood risk on surrounding roads including Norwood
Lane and Wrotham Road. In addition, the loss of open agricultural land removes
an important carbon sink and undermines long-term food security.

The cumulative impact of this development would place unsustainable pressure
on local infrastructure, damage the rural character of the area and undermine the
fundamental purpose of Greenbelt policy.

For these reasons, I strongly urge the council to refuse planning permission.

Kind regards

 


