


The fields suggested for potential development provide a vital habitat for a range
of species including Pipistrelle bats which use the fields abundantly as a feeding
ground and the copse of woodland as a roost. Swifts and swallows following
migration are abundant across these fields which provide critical, early
invertebrate food following their migration from Africa. We have filmed significant
numbers of swifts for weeks at a time across these fields - and can provide
photographic and filmed evidence for these and multiple species that rely heavily
on these rural sanctuaries.

Protected Skylarks breed and nest in these fields and can be seen still in
significant numbers. Considering their decline, we are very proud and excited to
see this species doing so well in Meopham. Farms around Offham and West
Malling have skylark nesting grounds specifically fenced off to deter disturbance
which under the Wildlife and Countryside Act is a crime.

Both tawny owls and little owls hunt in the fields and I suspect utilise the central
copse of woodland for nesting. More recently a pair of Hobbies can be seen on a
regular basis throughout the Summer. Greater spotted wood- peckers nest in the
woodland and young kestrels can be seen hunting across the fields in early
summer. There are also several ravens utilising the Woodland and surrounding
trees.

In terms of invertebrates, both stag beetles and glow worms are found in the
fields with documented evidence. Glow worms in the field are due to be
registered on the National Database.
Hummingbird hawk moths are also seen on the edge of the field and central
copse opposite Norwood Lane feeding on dog rose.

For myself and many it is critically important that these areas and others like
them are protected. They provide invaluable habitats and the kind of refuge that
we are encouraging. Giving back to nature, providing the habitats needed for
wildlife to thrive is more important than ever and a subject with significant
National awareness.

Kind regards

 


