


Flooding and drainage implications
The raising of land levels and installation of impermeable surfaces has altered
natural drainage patterns across the site. These changes increase the likelihood
of surface water being displaced onto neighbouring land, heightening the risk of
localised flooding. This is particularly concerning given that the road beneath
Rhododendron Road already suffers from flooding during periods of heavy
rainfall, indicating that the local drainage network is fragile and easily
overwhelmed. No assessment was undertaken before the works occurred,
leaving surrounding properties exposed to unmanaged run‑off.

Impact on the Green Belt
The introduction of hardstanding, domestic fixtures, and residential infrastructure
represents an inappropriate encroachment into the Green Belt. These additions
erode the openness and rural character that the designation is intended to
protect. The resulting urbanising effect conflicts with both national and local
Green Belt policy, as the site should remain open countryside free from
domestication. This is a precedent which must not be set

Availability of alternative provision
Claims of an urgent need for additional pitches are not supported by local
evidence. The nearby Heron Hill site remains significantly under‑occupied,
demonstrating that existing authorised provision has not been fully utilised.
Without any genuine "very special circumstances," there is no justification for
permitting further development within a protected Green Belt location when
suitable capacity already exists elsewhere.

Kind regards

 


