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From: KSLPlanning <KSLPLANNING@environment-agency.gov.uk>

Sent: 23 September 2021 16:38

To: Planning Admin; Price, Peter

Subject: RE: Planning Application Consultation for application 20211092

Dear Peter,

Thank you for consulting us on the above planning application. We have reviewed the information and object to the 
application.

For this application, we require a Preliminary Risk Assessment (PRA) upfront. The site history indicates medium 
polluting potential from previous use which always flags significant concerns about land contamination. The site is 
also underlain by an aquifer, meaning there is also a risk of pollution to water resources. We need to ensure that the 
proposals, with associated foundation and drainage designs and the required ground disturbance, will not cause an 
unacceptable risk to the aquifer. Our own guidance on groundwater protection (formerly known as GP3) states that:

‘1. We expect developers to provide adequate information to statutory bodies when submitting their proposals, so 
that the potential impact on groundwater resources and quality can be adequately assessed. Developers should be 
prepared to supply specific relevant data to allow the risk to groundwater to be assessed.
2. We expect developers to comply with any relevant statutory codes of good practice and to have due regard to our 
advice and guidance, and to other reputable standards and guidance. This applies particularly to the handling, use, 
storage and treatment of substances that can potentially result in an unacceptable input to groundwater.’

This is supported by paragraph 178 ground conditions and pollution of the NPPF which states that planning 
decisions should ensure that adequate site investigation information, prepared by a competent person, is available 
to inform assessments.

We understand that responsibility is with the Local Planning Authority (LPA) to make a decision on whether the 
applicant should submit the PRA now, or to condition the proposal if you grant planning permission. However, in the 
context of good practice, we believe the PRA is necessary to make an informed decision and to comply with your 
duty under the Water Framework Directive as a public body. We always advise that we see a PRA when reviewing 
medium/high pollution potential sites before we can offer proper advice on relevant conditions or safe 
development, unless we know the site well from past involvement. This approach is in keeping with the 
precautionary principle which is embedded in sustainable development and a theme running through the NPPF.

We would like to refer the applicant to the ‘Managing and reducing land contamination: guiding principles (GPLC)’ 
page which provides guidance for the land contamination risk management process.

In addition, to echo the comments from the LLFA (KCC), no surface water drainage strategy has been provided. 
Infiltration SuDs are proposed and we require details of these to ensure protection of controlled waters. This 
location is sensitive as it is Source Protection Zone 1 and located above a Principal aquifer.

If you are minded to approve the planning application contrary to our advice, we will need you re-consult us to 
allow further discussion and/or representations from the Environment Agency.

Do not hesitate to contact me to discuss further.

Kind regards

Sophie Page
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Sophie Page
Planning Specialist, Sustainable Places, Kent, South London and East Sussex Environment Agency | Orchard House, 
Endeavour Park, London, Addington, West Malling, Kent, ME19 5SH

sophie.page@environment-agency.gov.uk
External: 020 8474 8030
Team: kslplanning@environment-agency.gov.uk

-----Original Message-----
From: planning.admin@gravesham.gov.uk [mailto:planning.admin@gravesham.gov.uk]
Sent: 14 September 2021 09:26
To: KSLPlanning <KSLPLANNING@environment-agency.gov.uk>
Subject: Planning Application Consultation for application 20211092

Please refer to the attached Consultation Document for reference 20211092 at Milton Mount Hall.

Regards,
Mr Peter Price
Planning Team, Gravesham Borough Council.<p> <font color="ffffff"
##
<p> <font color="000000">

GRAVESHAM BOROUGH COUNCIL<br>

This Email, and any attachments, may contain Protected or Restricted information and is intended solely for the 
individual to whom it is addressed.  It may contain sensitive or protectively marked material and should be handled 
accordingly.

Nothing in this email message amounts to a contractual or other legal commitment on the part of Gravesham 
Borough Council. If this Email has been misdirected, please notify the author immediately. It is an offence to 
knowingly or recklessly obtain, retain or disclose personal data, without the consent of the data controller. If you are 
not the intended recipient you must not disclose, distribute, copy, print or rely on any of the information contained 
in it or attached, and all copies must be deleted immediately.

Whilst we take reasonable steps to try to identify any software viruses, any attachments to this Email may 
nevertheless contain viruses which our anti-virus software has failed to identify. You should therefore carry out your 
own anti-virus checks before opening any documents. Gravesham Borough Council will not accept any liability for 
damage caused by computer viruses emanating from any attachment or other document supplied with this e-mail.

All Gravesham Borough Council and PSN traffic may be subject to recording and / or monitoring in accordance with 
relevant legislation.
This message has been sent using TLS 1.2 Information in this message may be confidential and may be legally 
privileged. If you have received this message by mistake, please notify the sender immediately, delete it and do not 
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copy it to anyone else. We have checked this email and its attachments for viruses. But you should still check any 
attachment before opening it. We may have to make this message and any reply to it public if asked to under the 
Freedom of Information Act, Data Protection Act or for litigation. Email messages and attachments sent to or from 
any Environment Agency address may also be accessed by someone other than the sender or recipient, for business 
purposes.
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