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National Highways Planning Response (NHPR 25-01) 
Formal Recommendation to an Application for Planning Permission 
 
From:   Hermes Luli (Head of Planning & Development) 

Operations Directorate 
South East Region 
National Highways 
PlanningSE@nationalhighways.co.uk 

   
To:  Gravesham Borough Council (FAO Ms R Harrison)  

planning.reps@gravesham.gov.uk 
 

CC:  transportplanning@dft.gov.uk 
  spatialplanning@nationalhighways.co.uk  
 
Council's Reference: 20260340 
 
Location: Rockley House , Wrotham Road, Culverstone, Gravesend Kent 
 
Proposal: Demolition of existing stables buildings, removal of sand schools/menages 
and the erection of 6 dwellings associated vehicle parking, cycle storage and 
landscaping, with development to be served by existing access. 
 
National Highways Ref: NH/26/15782 
 
Referring to the consultation on a planning application dated 31 March 2026 
referenced above, in the vicinity of the A2 and M20 that forms part of the Strategic 
Road Network, notice is hereby given that National Highways formal recommendation 
is that we: 
 

a) offer no objection (see reasons at Annex A); 
 
b) recommend that conditions should be attached to any planning 

permission that may be granted (see Annex A – National Highways 
recommended Planning Conditions & reasons); 

 
c) recommend that planning permission not be granted for a specified 

period (see reasons at Annex A); 
 

d) recommend that the application be refused (see reasons at Annex A) 
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Recommendation: No Objection 
 
Reasons 
We will be concerned with proposals that have the potential to impact on the safe and 
efficient operation of the SRN, in this case, particularly within the vicinity of M2.  
 
National Highways role is to consider the impacts on the SRN and any need for 
mitigation. All local road matters (including active & sustainable transport matters) will 
be dealt with by relevant local highway authority. 
 
We have reviewed the submitted N02 - Highways Technical Note dated 16 December 
2025 prepared by Motion and are satisfied that the likely trip generation and 
distribution is such that the impact on SRN will be minimal and would not have an 
unacceptable impact on the safety, reliability, and/or operational efficiency of the SRN. 
 
As the focus of the transport documents are on local road network and related matters 
it will be for the relevant local authority to comment/agree with the Transport 
Assessment in due course.  
 
Standing advice to the local planning authority 
 
The Climate Change Committee’s 2022 Report to Parliament notes that for the UK to 
achieve net zero carbon status by 2050, action is needed to support a modal shift 
away from car travel. The NPPF supports this position, with paragraphs 77 and 110 
prescribing that significant development should offer a genuine choice of transport 
modes, while paragraphs 109 to 116 etc advise that appropriate opportunities to 
promote walking, cycling and public transport should be taken up as part of a vision-
led approach.  
 
Moreover, the carbon reduction hierarchy (avoid-switch-improve) as set out in clause 
4.3 of PAS2080:2023 promotes approaches and measures to minimise resource 
consumption and thereby reduce carbon emissions. 
 
These considerations should be weighed alongside any relevant Local Plan policies 
to ensure that planning decisions are in line with the necessary transition to net zero 
carbon. 


