


households could generate a substantial increase in vehicle movements, creating
an unacceptable additional risk to people walking along the road and to those
using it with horses.
Large vehicles, delivery vans and refuse collection vehicles using the same
narrow road would further increase the potential for dangerous encounters.
The planning application should therefore fully assess the safety of all road
users, rather than considering vehicle capacity alone.
There are already houses accessed from this lane. The development would
therefore not be introducing traffic onto an otherwise unused rural road; it would
be adding a significant volume of traffic to a road that already serves existing
residents.
The impact on those residents should be properly considered, including
increased congestion, noise, vehicle conflict and difficulty safely accessing their
own properties.
A particularly important consideration is the relationship between this lane and
White Post Lane.
When road closures are in operation on White Post Lane, this narrow country
lane can become the only available means of accessing certain parts of White
Post Lane. This demonstrates that the road already has an important function as
an alternative route when the normal road network is disrupted.
The potential development of 67 houses would place considerably greater
pressure on this alternative route. During road closures, emergency situations,
maintenance works or other disruptions, traffic could be funnelled through an
already unsuitable and constrained single-track road.
This issue must be properly considered within the highway assessment for the
application. It should not simply be assessed on the basis of normal day-to-day
traffic conditions.

Kind regards

 


