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National Highways Planning Response (NHPR 25-01) 
Formal Recommendation to an Application for Planning Permission 
 
From:   Hermes Luli (Head of Planning & Development) 

Operations Directorate 
South East Region 
National Highways 
PlanningSE@nationalhighways.co.uk 

   
To:  Gravesham Borough Council (FAO Mrs Alison Webster)  

Planning.reps@gravesham.gov.uk 
 
CC:  transportplanning@dft.gov.uk 
  spatialplanning@nationalhighways.co.uk  
 
Council's Reference: 20250993 
 
Location: Land Adjacent to Longfield Road Meopham Gravesend Kent DA13 0EW 
  
Proposal: Outline application for the erection of up to 120 residential dwellings, public 
open space and associated works. Approval is sought for the principal means of 
vehicular access from Longfield Road and all other matters are reserved. 
 
National Highways Ref: NH/25/13748 
 
Referring to the consultation on a planning application dated 3 October 2025 
referenced above, in the vicinity of the A2 and M20 that forms part of the Strategic 
Road Network, notice is hereby given that National Highways formal recommendation 
is that we: 
 

a) offer no objection (see reasons at Annex A); 
 
b) recommend that conditions should be attached to any planning 

permission that may be granted (see Annex A – National Highways 
recommended Planning Conditions & reasons); 

 
c) recommend that planning permission not be granted for a 

specified period (see reasons at Annex A); 
 

d) recommend that the application be refused (see reasons at Annex A) 
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that it operates and is managed in the public interest, both in respect of current 
activities and needs as well as in providing effective stewardship of its long-term 
operation and integrity. 
 
Recommend that planning permission not be granted for a specified period: 
 
Reasons 
 
It is recommended that the application should not be determined for a period of three 
months until 27 May 2026.  
 
This recommendation can be replaced, renewed, or reviewed during the three-month 
period, or at its end, dependent on progress made with regards to the outstanding 
matters.  
 
We will be concerned with proposals that have the potential to impact on the safe and 
efficient operation of the SRN, in this case, particularly within the vicinity of A2 and 
M20.   
 
We require further information to be provided by the applicant on this application in 
order that an informed decision can be made in relation to the potential impacts of the 
development on the strategic road network. In particular, the following comments 
should be passed onto the applicant:  
 
Throughout this response ACTION points for the applicant are highlighted in 
underlined bold. 
 
Trip Distribution and Assignment 
 
The TA states that ‘Trip distribution and modelling should be undertaken in line with 
the Kent Transport Model (KTM)/Gravesham Transport Model (GTM).’ We welcome 
this approach to establish the trip Distribution. 
 
The impact on SRN junction specially on A2 can be assessed after the 
distribution is established. We request this information before assessing the 
impact.  
 
It should be noted here that that the SRN junctions around the site is sensitive to flow 
changes specially the A2/Wrotham Road junction. This junction has been subject to 
study for a number of applications around the area. 
 
Also, it should be noted that GBC regulation 19 is being prepared and publication may 
be imminent which may impact this development with regards to traffic impacts.  
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Though the impact assessment has no been carried out please note the following for 
any addendums. 
 
 
Transport Vision 
Please note that the TA should include a vision for the site prepared in accordance 
with the requirements of DfT Circular 01/2022 and also set out how the vision will be 
realised, with details of supporting measures.  
 
Personal Injury Accident Data  
 
STATS 19 level accident data will be required for area that will be required for location 
that will depend on potential impact on SRN 
 
Committed Development/Schemes  
 
There may also be a need to review the committed developments considering the 
requirements of DfT Circular 01/2022. There will also be a need to agree the 
committed developments with the LPA and to then provide this information to National 
Highways for review depending on the area of impact.  
 
Assessment Years 
 
Opening Year: In line with DfT Circular 01/2022, assessment should be based on the 
opening year, defined as when first occupation is possible, unless otherwise agreed.  
 
TEMPRO Growth Factors: Full details of how the TEMPRO factors have been 
derived should be provided for review. Furthermore, any adjustments related to 
committed development should be fully documented and will need to be agreed with 
National Highways.  
 
Merge/Diverge Assessment  
Please note that until the trip generation, distribution and assignment are all agreed, 
we are unable to confirm the need for, or extent of SRN assessment required.  
 
CEMP Requirements  
 
Given the location of the proposed development site, we are likely to recommend that 
a Construction Environmental Management Plan (CEMP) be secured via planning 
condition at the appropriate stage of the planning process. 
 
Standing advice to the local planning authority 
 
The Climate Change Committee’s 2022 Report to Parliament notes that for the UK to 
achieve net zero carbon status by 2050, action is needed to support a modal shift 
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away from car travel. The NPPF supports this position, with paragraphs 77 and 110 
prescribing that significant development should offer a genuine choice of transport 
modes, while paragraphs 109 to 116 etc advise that appropriate opportunities to 
promote walking, cycling and public transport should be taken up as part of a vision-
led approach.  
 
Moreover, the carbon reduction hierarchy (avoid-switch-improve) as set out in clause 
4.3 of PAS2080:2023 promotes approaches and measures to minimise resource 
consumption and thereby reduce carbon emissions. 
 
These considerations should be weighed alongside any relevant Local Plan policies 
to ensure that planning decisions are in line with the necessary transition to net zero 
carbon. 
 


