


Meopham and surrounding villages are relatively rural communities still and in
threat of losing not only village and farmland identity but the host of protected
and Nationally declining wildlife that inhabits the green belt land of Meopham.

Now is widley regarded as the time to act and give back to nature, not decimate
critically important wildlife refuges that our villages and specifically open fields
and woodland within them provide.

The fields suggested for potential development provide a vital habitat for a range
of species including Pipistrelle bats, which are fully protected by law in the UK
under the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 and the Conservation of Habitats
and Species Regulations 2017, use the fields abundantly as a feeding ground
and the copse of woodland as a roost. Swifts and Swallows following migration
are abundant across these fields which provide critical early invertebrate food
following their migration from Africa. Protected Skylarks breed and nest in these
fields and can be seen in significant numbers. Considering their decline, its
wonderful to see this species doing so well in Meopham.

Both tawny owls and little owls hunt in the fields and nest in the central copse.
More recently, a pair of Hobbies can be seen on a regular basis throughout the
summer. Greater spotted woodpeckers nest in the woodland and young kestrels
and sparrowhawks can be seen hunting across the fields in early summer.

Appreciate the planners have included a two form entry primary school, however,
there is a huge issue in that Meopham and Istead Rise GP Practices are both at
full capacity, which has been documented by both practices in other previous
planning applications in the Meopham area.

There is an issue that Emergency vehicles to houses on Norward Lane would be
impeded. Additional traffic will cause pollution, development will cause light
pollution and noise pollution.

Flood mitigation: open fields capture water, thereby reducing flooding. Flooding is
becoming an major issue on Norwood Lane and Wrotham Road.

There are plenty of Brownfield sites in the Borough to fulfil housing requirements.
For instance, nothing has been done with the old Gravesend Maternity Hospital.
If the planning permission has lapsed then surely they can reapply.

Kind regards

 


