


local traffic which as well as gridlock, will mean more pollution and the associated
health risks. Traffic is already an issue in Meopham especially when there are
problems on the A2 or M20 and we are likely to experience extra vehicles as a
result of the Lower Thames Crossing.

In addition, I object as the infrastructure in Meopham is already overstretched
and both the GP Practices in Meopham and Istead Rise have put it on the record
that they cannot take on additional patients. Plus Darent Valley Hospital is at
capacity and struggling to meet current demand. Buses in the area are
occasional (and non existent on Sundays) and commuters already struggle to get
a seat on trains into London as it is, train services from Sole Street are limited
and both Meopham and Sole Street stations do not have disabled access. If this
all means that residents of this proposed new development commute by car, the
A227 and surrounding roads in Meopham will be at a regular standstill.
Additionally the A227 also regularly struggles with heavy rainfall and becomes
flooded because of poor drainage making it more hazardous. And converting this
44,32 hectare field from agricultural use to housing may well also exacerbate the
flooding risk.

This application, together with several others to build house on Green Belt land in
Meopham, is very worrying and the cumulative effect should not be
underestimated by GBC on infrastructure as well as on the wellbeing of existing
villagers. Current residents chose to live here attracted by the glorious rural
landscape and open vistas and opportunity to enjoy nature. Given that the NHS
and other mental health charities champion green spaces to enhance physical
fitness and as a feelgood factor, where will anybody be able to enjoy such
spaces when all the Green Belt has been turned into housing developments?

Kind regards

 


