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Vehicle parking standards do not exist for houses in multiple occupation. It can be very difficult to 
judge who will live here and what if any vehicles they will own. 

London Road is subject to waiting restrictions and the nearby residential streets have a permit 
scheme in operation to protect on street parking for residents.

Kent Design Guide Interim Guidance Note 3 Residential Parking suggests where such conditions 
exist, maximum car parking provision can be considered. 

Given the circumstances and the guidance, I do not consider car parking is required at this 
property, although generally I would ask for a minimum of 50% provision or 4 spaces. However, 
there should be adequate provision for the secure and weatherproof storage of a minimum 8 
cycles to ensure compliance with adopted vehicle parking standards of one space per bedroom. 
Ideally two of these spaces should be adequate to accommodate an adapted cycle, which could 
be to be meet the needs of a delivery cycle or one adapted for a disabled person for example.
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The department for Transport publication Local Transport Note 1/20 Cycle Infrastructure Design 
gives the following details regarding cycle size.

In addition the cycle store should have appropriate provision for the recharging of batteries that are 
contained in the frame of some electric assisted cycles.

Ideally, although there is no Policy support, provision should also be made for a couple of 
motorcycle parking spaces, again with electric charging points for battery powered motorcycles. 

Whilst any conversion to a HMO is of concern, the lack of suitable guidance makes them difficult to 
assess. From the guidance available I determine there is no highway reason to object, providing 
suitable provision is made for cyclists

Les Seaborn
Highways Development Management Officer
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