DEPR

Land at Rose Farm, Istead Rise 20251233
Response to Independent Arboricultural Opinion, 14/9/26

An independent arboricultural opinion, commissioned by Gravesham Borough Council in respect of the
currently proposed development of Land at Rose Farm, has concluded that three small fruit trees
precautionarily classified as ‘BNG veteran’ trees under the applicable Biodiversity Net Gain
(Irreplaceable Habitat) Regulations 2024 definition, and solely for the purposes of the applicant’s
metricated BNG assessment, meet neither the NPPF nor the BNG Regulations definitions of veterancy.

This opinion is not disputed by the applicant and is adopted for the purposes of the statutory BNG
assessment, which has been revised to the effect that the three trees in question are no longer classified
as ‘irreplaceable habitat’.



