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Part A: Site-specific written scheme of investigation for an archaeological 

evaluation and any consequent preservative safeguarding to be undertaken 

during and following groundworks on land east of The Old Parsonage, 

Butchers Hill, Shorne, Gravesend, Kent DA12 3EB prior to the 

construction of an agricultural barn with yard, retaining wall and 

associated excavation works (Planning Reference 20220080) 
 

1. Introduction 

 

1.1 This specification is concerned with an archaeological investigation by evaluation trench 

and consequent preserving safeguarding of any exposed significant archaeological 

remains, the evaluation to be undertaken prior to groundworks related to the proposed 

development.  

 

1.2 The proposed development will take place on land lying east of The Old Parsonage, Butchers 

Hill, Shorne, Gravesend, Kent DA12 3EB, which land is presently used for gazing.  

Planning consent (Planning Reference 20220080) was granted by Gravesham Borough 

Council on the 19th May 2020 for a development on land east of The Old Parsonage, Shorne. 

The application was for change of use from grazing land to agricultural building, 

comprising the erection of an agricultural barn with yard, a retaining wall and 

associated excavation works 
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1.3 Condition 6 of the planning consent required that:  

 

No development shall take place until the applicant, or their agents or 

successors in title, has secured the implementation of: 

i. Archaeological field evaluation works in accordance with a Written Scheme 

of Investigation and timetable which has been submitted to and approved in 

writing by the Local Planning Authority; and 

ii. Following on from the evaluation, any safeguarding measures to ensure 

preservation in situ of important archaeological remains and/or further 

archaeological investigation and recording in accordance with a Written 

Scheme of Investigation and timetable which has been submitted to and 

approved in writing by the Local Planning Authority. 

Reason: To ensure appropriate assessment of the archaeological implications 

of any development proposals and the subsequent mitigation of adverse 

impacts through preservation in situ or by record 

 

1.4 The planning consent was applied for by Mr D. South, C/O Mr Jonathan Bolton, 

Synergy Planning & Property Consultants Synergy, The Office, The Larches, 

Higham, Rochester ME3 7NQ 

 

1.5 The archaeological investigation will be maintained by a recognised archaeological 

contractor (Kent Archaeological Projects), the responsible operative from which will 

undertake the work according to the terms of a standard Kent County Council 

specification for evaluations (see Part B below).      

 

2)  Site location and description 

 

2.1 The site is centred on National Grid Reference TQ 69029 70972  and lies in open 

grazing land located some 150m east of Mill Hill road on the southwest edge of the 

village of Shorne (see figures below for site location and the proposed ground plan for 

the development). The site lies a short distance to the north, northeast and east of a 

heavily wooded area called Shorn Woods, once part of the medieval Cobham Hall 
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Estate and now consisting of Randall Wood, Randall Manor, Brewers Wood, 

Brummelhill Wood and Randall Heath. The wood also encompasses Shorne Woods 

County Park, which has been the site of protracted archaeological investigation, much 

undertaken from 2006 - 2015 as part of a community dig undertaken (see Part 4 

below).  

3.  Geology and landscape 

3.1 The bedrock geology of the area consists of Cretaceous Upper Chalk, described as: 

‘the best exposed rock in Kent … inland exposures, both in chalk pits and road 

cuttings are too numerous to mention individually, but the extensive chalk pits of the 

Medway … and near Gravesend should be noted’ (McRae and Burnham 1973, 16). 

The Tertiary geology of the area consists of sparse, localised deposits of London 

Clay, which ‘caps many of the small hills around Gravesend’ (ibid. 18).  

The Quaternary geology of the area consists of ‘Head’, which is considered to be 

highly variable in origin (see, for example Catt et al 1987, 141-147).  The appropriate 

Geological Memoir (Dines et al 1952, 162) proposes two different schemes, one 

describing three different types of Head, the other four (see Allen. P. 2004, 4). 

According to the latter, Head occurs on the north Kent chalklands as ‘simple Head’ 

occupying valley bottoms, as Head Gravel, as a coombe deposit and as Head 

Brickearth (see Dines 1927, 12-26; Dines, Holmes and Robbie 1977, 162).   

3.2       Shorne and its surrounds lie in the West Kent Downs, with this part described in the 

Landscape Assessment of Kent (Kent County Council 2004) as follows:    

The south-facing, chalk scarp between the Medway and the Darent provides a 

strong visual boundary, dividing the Kemsing Vale from the deep, dry valleys 

and wooded plateau of the West Kent Downs. This sense of separation is 

increased by the extensive tracts of ecologically valuable deciduous 

woodlands along the top of the scarp. Woodland is very significant in this 

landscape, providing an important backdrop for the rolling landform, the 

network of small country lanes, the scattered settlements and the extensive 

valley pastures. In the east, around Luddesdown, the fields are contained by 

thick walls of woodland, and strips of remnant coppice, or shaws, occur 

frequently along the steeper valley sides. Hidden away among the trees are 

several medieval buildings, such as Luddesdown Court, constructed from the 
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local Kentish ragstone, while the villages of Vigo and West Kingsdown are set 

deep in the woodlands themselves. The clay-with-flints soil on the plateau and 

ridge tops is reflected in the pasture and woodland dominating these areas; in 

the valleys, the extent of the finer silt soils is reflected by the predominance of 

arable cultivation. The downland becomes increasingly open in the north, 

where the intimate character of the scarp top gives way to a large-scale 

landscape of intensively farmed, rolling valleys and large blocks of deciduous 

woodland. West of Rochester, the mature woodlands and historic parkland of 

Cobham Hall are severed from the deciduous coppice woodlands of Shorne 

Wood Country Park by the busy A2 trunk road and the Channel Tunnel Rail 

Link (CTRL). 

4) The site’s archaeological and historical background 

4.1 The Heritage Management summary of the archaeological work undertaken on the 

Randall Manor site (Kent County Council 2022, 10) is as follows: 

The site is known to have been used by people for many thousands of years. A 

series of worked flint scatters on Randall Heath and the Burnett have been 

dated to as early as the Mesolithic period (between 12,000 and 6,000 years 

ago). Additional worked flints have been identified across the park, 

particularly where the natural gravel beds are present. The Medieval site of 

Randall Manor, nestled in a valley, was the home of Sir Henry de Cobham, 

Sheriff of Kent in 1314. Only the foundations remain, which archaeologists 

excavated over ten years from 2006 to 2015, with the help of local volunteers. 

The buildings date from the 13th century and survived up until the late 16th 

century. The site has now been recorded and reburied to protect the feature. 

The banks of a very old road can still be seen nearby, known as a hollow-way, 

which may be even older than the Manor. It was described as "an ancient 

waie" in 1614. A recent LiDAR survey (2011) covering the Park has shown 

that many of the banks around the Manor site may have formed part of the 

medieval fieldscape that surrounded the Manor. On Randall Heath, a feature 

previously identified as a Bronze Age barrow, has through excavation been 

shown to be a medieval windmill mound and later a prospect mound. 
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4.2 Apart from the discoveries made in The Kent County Council Historic Environment 

Record shows eleven archaeological and other heritage sites within a radius of 500m 

of the development site. These comprise a spread of Mesolithic flintwork (TQ 67 

SE14) made up of Thames picks, scrapers, flakes and cores Chapel Farm (TQ 67 SE 

51), a post-modern farmhouse, the find-spot (TQ 67 SE9) of a bronze coin of 

Tasciovanus, lynchet banks (TQ 67 SE 247) in Randal Wood, a probable medieval 

trackway (TQ 67 SE 247), also in Randall Wood, a dry pond and an adjacent short 

section of bank (TQ 67 SE 248), similarly in Randall Wood, Shorne School, (TQ 67 

SE 214), which was also a Second World War Battle Head Quarters and a  Second 

World War spignot mortar emplacement (TQ  SE 214) at  Shorne Hill.    

5.  Methodology 

5.1  The evaluation will consist of the supervised mechanical excavation of two test 

trenches, each cut within the footprint of the proposed building and achieving a 

minimum of 6% of the development area. The work and any consequent analysis 

and/or preservation of finds will take place according to a standard Kent County 

Council specification for archaeological evaluations (see Part B below).    
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