Comments summary

Dear Sir/Madam,

Planning Application comments have been made. A summary of the commenits is provided below.

Comments were submitted at 21/02/2026 5:04 PM fro-

Application Summary

Address: Land North Of Cherry Trees Ridge Lane Meopham Gravesend Kent
Retrospective change of use for the siting of 4 pitches for Gypsy / Traveller

Proposal: occupation to include one static, one touring caravan and one amenity building
on each pitch. Associated changes in land levels and hard / soft landscaping.

Case Officer: Mrs Lisa Fisher

Click for further information

Customer Details

Name:
Email:
Address: ‘d'ool Lane Horton Kirby

Comments Details
Commenter Type:

Member of the Public

Stance:

Customer made comments in support of the Planning Application

Reasons for comment:
Comments:

strongly support this application for a Gypsy and Traveller pitch, which has been
continuously occupied since November 2025, demonstrating that it operates
without unacceptable impacts on highway safety, neighbouring amenity, or
landscape.

National planning policy - including the Planning Policy for Traveller Sites (PPTS,
2015)%: and the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF, 2021)< - requires
local authorities to positively plan for Traveller accommodation, maintain an
adequate supply of authorised pitches, and weigh unmet local need and public
benefits as material considerations. There is a demonstrable local unmet need
for Traveller pitches, and the Council has not provided sufficient authorised sites,
making regularisation of this established site a clear planning benefit.

Although the site lies within the Green Belt, very special circumstances exist,
including the lawful occupation since November 2025, the local need, the
Council's shortfall in providing authorised pitches, and the benefits of regularising
an existing use. Article 8 ECHRSE (right to respect for private and family life) and
the Equality Act 2010 are directly engaged, and refusal would
disproportionately interfere with settied family life and equal treatment of a
recognised ethnic group.

Authorising the site would provide public benefits by reducing unauthorised
encampments, improving access to education, healthcare, and welfare services,



and enabling enforceable site management. Given the established occupation,
clear local need, absence of demonstrable harm, and statutory human rights and
equality obligations, this application should be granted planning permission.

Kind regards



