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An archaeological site-specific written scheme of investigation (Part A) 
for an archaeological evaluation by trial trench prior to development on 
land at The Custom House, The Terrace, Gravesend, Kent DA12 2BW 
(Planning Reference 20210757) 

 
1) Introduction and planning background 

 
Part A of this report comprises a site-specific description of the planning and archaeological 

background of the development site. Part B (appended) is a standard specification for 

evaluations as issued by Kent County Council. 

 
In March 2024, Kent Archaeological Projects (2 Windmill Court, Borstal Hill, Whitstable, 

Kent CT5 4QH) was instructed by Mr Michael Keckes, acting on behalf of Mile Property 

Group, to prepare this document and undertake the evaluation required as part of a planning 

condition (see below). 

 
This WSI has been prepared prior to groundworks associated with a proposed redevelopment 

of the site (Condition 5) including demolition of the southern part of the workshop building 

and existing corridor link at first floor level between Custom House and the outbuildings and 

conversion of Custom House, the coach house and outbuildings to include extensions, the Old 

Boathouse and the Boathouse with external alterations and erection of a new three-storey 

building to provide 27 residential units (6 x 1 bed, 15 x 2 bed and 6 x 3 bed) with associated 

landscaping and parking (Planning Reference 20210757). 

 
Condition 5 of the planning consent requires that: 

 
No development shall take place until the applicant, or their agents or successors in title, 

has secured the implementation of a programme of archaeological work in accordance 

with a written specification and timetable which has been submitted to and approved in 

writing by the Local Planning Authority. 

Reason: To ensure that features of archaeological interest are properly examined and 

recorded in accordance with Policy CS20 of the Gravesham Local Plan Core Strategy 

(September 2014), saved Policy TC7 of the Gravesham Local Plan First Review (1994) and 

section 16 of the National Planning Policy Framework (2023). 
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The proposed programme of archaeological work will take the form of the mechanical 

excavation of eight evaluation trenches according to the terms of the Part B Specification as 

appended (see indicative trench plan, also appended). 

 

2) Site location and description 
 
The Custom House is located in the Town of Gravesend, in the Borough of Gravesham. The 

property is situated on the north side of The Terrace, and has an approximate area of 3,803 

square metres, centred on National Grid Reference TQ 6515 7437. 

 
The Custom House is situated within the Gravesend Riverside Conservation Area, the property 

being bounded to the south by The Terrace and by neighbouring properties to the north, east 

and west and accessed from The Terrace. 

 
3) Geology and topography 

 
The British Geological Survey (2023) shows the property to overlie bedrock chalk with flint 

seams, the chalk forming part of the Lewis Nodular, Seaford/Newhaven Chalk Formation. 

Some 350m to the south and southeast of the site the chalk is shown to underlie superficial 

Head deposits of Clay, silt, sand and gravel.   

 
4) Archaeological and Historical Background 

 

A search of the Kent Historic Environment Record (HER) was undertaken within a 500m 

radius around the site centre. This search returned 205 results for archaeological sites, finds 

and listed buildings. 

 
Prehistoric (700,000 BC to AD 43) 

 
The HER holds one record of finds of this period, with twelve Palaeolithic handaxes and 

twelve pieces of debitage recovered from the Gravesend area at a site recorded as 

TQ67SW436. 

 
Roman (43 to 410 AD) 

 
The HER records one site of this period. A settlement site was excavated by the Kent 

Archaeological Rescue Unit in August 1978. Extensive evidence of Roman settlement was 
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found across the whole five acres and it is clear that it extends beyond the available area on all 

four sides. Numerous ditches, some very large, were found crossing the area and these 

probably define the limits of extensive enclosures containing wooden structures. Traces of 

Opus Signinum also hint at the presence of at least one small masonry building somewhere in 

the area. The finds from the area include quantities of local and imported Roman pottery 

ranging in date from the first to the fourth centuries. This includes material of mid first century 

date and a Roman military origin must be considered for this prime site (TQ67SW110). 

 
Saxon (AD 410 to 1066) 

 
Two records of this period are held in the HER. A watching brief and excavation during 

groundworks associated with the development of the Sensory Gardens site, Transport Quarter, 

Gravesend, was undertaken by Archaeology South East between 20th October 2010 and 22th 

February 2011. A 0.35m thick loose dark orange brown silty sand colluvium deposit, 

containing moderate charcoal flecking, with occasional artefacts and the partial skeleton of a 

cow, including a sherd of Saxon pottery from 5th/6th Century (TQ67SW642). 

The second record is of a findspot of on Anglo-Saxon ‘Sceat’ silver penny dated to between 

1059 and 1062 (TQ67SE1241). 

 
Mediaeval (1066 to 1540) 

 
 
The HER holds six records of this period. An Anglo-Norman silver penny dated between 

1135-1154 (TQ67SE1245). Milton Chantry, founded circa 1155. A Grade II Listed 

Building, now housing a museum (TQ67SE1107). The remains of Gravesend Blockhouse 

built in 1539 (TQ67SW5). Site of a manorial complex built between 1362 and 1368 by 

Edward III. The complex consisted of a hall and king's chamber, a chapel, a gatehouse, two 

houses next to the gate and as ancillary buildings a kitchen, three houses with latrines, two 

ovens and a bakery, two granges, a bridge and a wharf (TQ67SW233). Excavations at No.43 

High Street, Gravesend in 1963 uncovered five pits of varying depth in an area behind a 

cobbler's shop. The pits produced many vessels, from storage vessels to jugs and tankards 

ranging from thirteenth to eighteenth century in date (TQ67SW131). On the site of 81 High 

Street, Gravesend medieval cesspits were discovered (TQ67SW232). 
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Post-Mediaeval (1540 to 1901) 
 
 
The HER lists 105 entries for this period, all of which are Listed Buildings. 

 
 
Modern (1901 to Present) 

 
 
122 entries appear in this category. Most of them date from the Post-Mediaeval or WWII 

periods. 

 
5) Methodology 

 
The work will take place according to the terms of the Kent County Council Manual of 

Specifications Part B appended to this specification, with the machine excavation of the 

evaluation trench to be carried out under constant archaeological direction by a suitably 

experienced archaeologist familiar with the ground conditions anticipated on the investigation 

site. Eight 20m x1m evaluation trenches (see trench plan below) will be excavated within the 

development, this comprising approximately 5.5% coverage of the site as a whole (168m2 in 

total). 
 



6  

 

 

 
Indicative trench plan (please note that the trench positions may change if ecological 
conservation areas, deep-set hard-standing or live services are encountered) 
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Part B. Kent County Council Manual of Specifications for Archaeological.  
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