Comments summary

Dear Sir/Madam,

Planning Application comments have been made. A summary of the commenits is provided below.

Comments were submitted at 23/02/2026 9:18 AM fro_

Application Summary

Address: Land North Of Cherry Trees Ridge Lane Meopham Gravesend Kent
Retrospective change of use for the siting of 4 pitches for Gypsy / Traveller

Proposal: occupation to include one static, one touring caravan and one amenity building
on each pitch. Associated changes in land levels and hard / soft landscaping.

Case Officer: Mrs Lisa Fisher

Click for further information
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Neighbour
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Customer objects to the Planning Application

Reasons for comment:
Comments:

| formally object to the planning application for the proposed development of 4
traveller/gypsy pitches.

The site lies within an area of outstanding natural beauty, which carries the
highest level of protection for landscape and scenic beauty under national
planning. Under the framework great weight must be given to conserving and
enhancing landscape and scenic beauty in the area. The introduction of 4
pitches, including caravans hardstanding, utility blocks, parking, lighting, fencing
& associated domestic paraphernalia, would urbanised this rural site & result in
significant visual harm. The cumulative impact of multiple pitches would
fundamentally alter the rural character of the area contrary to the purpose of
conserving and enhancing natural beauty.

The proposal appears to conflict with policies within the Gravesham councils
local plan that seeks to: protect designated landscapes from inappropriate
development ; prevent sporadic or isolated development in the countryside;
safeguard the intrinsic character and beauty of rural areas.

The scale & layout of 4 pitches in this location would likely result in: harmful
visual intrusion in open countryside; increase domestic activity & associated
stuctures; cause potential light pollution affecting dark skies; cause loss of
tranquility, which is a key characteristic of the area. Even if there was screening,
caravans & associated structures are unlikely to be effectively mitigated year
round, particularly in the winter.

There are also major issues regarding access to the site proposed. Heron Hill is
a single track, unmade Road, which is extremely difficult to pass traffic coming in



the opposite direction. It has an unmanageable amount of massive potholes year
round and also is often flooded by Rhoddadendrun Avenue, caused by lack of
drainage. Increased vehicle movement on rural lanes such as Heron Hill would
be a disaster and cause more accidents than we already experience.

Granting permission in this location risks setting a precedent for further similar
developments within the area, leading to incremental erosion of its protected
status. The cumulative impact would undermine long term landscape protection
objectives.

While | understand the need for traveller accommodation, it must be delivered in
locations that do not cause significant environmental harm. In this case, the
proposal fails to conserve or enhance the natural beauty of this landscape and
conflicts with both national and local planning policy.

For these reasons | request the application be refused.

Kind regards



