Comments summary

Dear Sir/Madam,

Planning Application comments have been made. A summary of the commenits is provided below.

Comments were submitted at 23/02/2026 10:13 AM from-

Application Summary

Address: Land North Of Cherry Trees Ridge Lane Meopham Gravesend Kent
Retrospective change of use for the siting of 4 pitches for Gypsy / Traveller

Proposal: occupation to include one static, one touring caravan and one amenity building
on each pitch. Associated changes in land levels and hard / soft landscaping.

Case Officer: Mrs Lisa Fisher

Click for further information

Customer Details

Name:

Email:

Address: Leafy Lane Meopham

Comments Details
Commenter Type: Neighbour

Stance: Customer objects to the Planning Application

Reasons for comment:

Comments: Please find below my formal objection to the proposed traveller site.
The area in question is an Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB) which
affords the highest level of protection in relation to landscape and scenic value.
The National Planning Policy Framework requires decision makers to give great
weight to conserving and enhancing landscape and scenic beauty within AONBs.
The proposed development, comprising of 4 pitches, caravans, hardstanding,
utility buildings, vehicle parking, boundary treatments and domestic activity would
introduce a permanent and incongruous urbanising form of development into an
otherwise rural and underdeveloped landscape.
Such change would materially harm the character, openness and tranquility of
the area and would fail to conserve the natural beauty of the AONB.
The proposal appears to be contrary to policies within the adopted local plan
which seek to: protect the character and appearance of designated landscapes;
resist inappropriate development in open countryside; prevent sporadic or
isolated forms of residential development; maintain rural character and visual
amenity.
The cumulative presence of 4 pitches would significantly alter the existing rural
character of the site. Even were landscaping is proposed, effective mitigation is
unlikely, particularly during winter months when screening Is reduced.
In addition, there will be increased light pollution, loss of dark skies, erosion of
tranquility, a domestication of currently open countryside. These impacts are
inconsistent with the statutory purpose of the AONB designation.
There are also major access and infrastructure concemns to consider. There is



insufficient access as Heron Hill is a single, dirt track round, with an
unmanageable amount of pot holes and the tendancy of flooding near
Rhodadendrean Avenue.

Approval of this application risks creating a precedent for similar developments
within the AONB. Incremental encroachment of this nature would cumulatively
undermine the integrity and purpose of the landscape designation.

While | understand the need for traveller community accommodation, site
selection must be appropriate and Policy compliant. In this instance, the proposal
would cause demonstrable harm to a protected landscape and conflicts with
national and local planning policy.

| request that planning permission be refused.

Kind regards



