


places which the current school infrastructure is unlikely to accommodate. This
would result in local children needing to travel to other towns for schooling, which
is neither practical nor sustainable for a rural community.

Transport infrastructure in Higham is also limited. Bus services are infrequent
and many residents rely on private vehicles to travel to Gravesend, Strood, and
surrounding areas for work, healthcare, and services. While Higham has a
railway station, it is not centrally located for many residents and services are
relatively limited. A development of this scale would inevitably increase traffic on
local roads which are already under pressure.

Finally, the proposed development would take place on Green Belt land. The
Green Belt plays an important role in protecting the rural character of Higham
and preventing urban sprawl. Development on Green Belt land should only occur
in exceptional circumstances, and it is difficult to see how such circumstances
have been demonstrated in this case.

For these reasons - lack of healthcare provision, pressure on school capacity,
limited transport infrastructure, and the loss of protected Green Belt land - I
strongly object to this proposal and ask the planning authority to refuse the
application.

Kind regards

 


