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Dear Sir/Madam,

Planning Application comments have been made. A summary of the comments is provided below.
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Comments:

Land At Rose Farm Downs Road Istead Rise Gravesend Kent

Outline planning application for the demolition of 64 Downs Road and erection of
up to 154No. residential dwellings (including affordable housing), with all matters
reserved except for access. Creation of a new access from Downs Road.

Adeoye Lawal

owns Road Istead Rise Kent

Neighbour

Customer objects to the Planning Application

Connections - Having no direct link to New Barn and only connecting the new
houses to Istead is just the start of how ridiculous this plan is. The amount of
traffic on Downs road is already vast and adding hundreds more houses only
directed with roads to Istead will only cause this to increase creating more
accidents, traffic and overcrowding.

Risk of Flooding - Building & paving over arable land will increase the risk of
flooding. Being in a valley, Downs Road has been susceptible to flooding.
Reports state that there use to be an underground river at the bottom of the
valley. Climate change has resulted in far more extreme weather events & | am
concerned that even with new drainage this will be overwhelmed during periods
of heavy sustained rain or torrential rain for anything more than a few mins.

GP Surgery - Despite claims to the contrary by the developer, there is no spare
capacity at Istead Rise Surgery. The same is true for Meopham & Longfield. The
reviews on Istead Rise Surgery on Trust Pilot are poor, mainly due to the
difficulties experienced trying to get an appointment. We have an ageing
population & an increase in people with health conditions due to a number of
factors including environmental. Pressure on the surgery will therefore continue
to grow & an additional 400 or so patients will make this intolerable.

Traffic - Public transport links to Istead Rise are poor. There are no train stations
within a walkable distance & the bus service is limited & unreliable. Due to the
hilly nature of Istead, many people use their cars even for short journeys such as



visiting the local shops. The developer has made provision for almost 400 car
parking spaces. When you factor in deliveries to these new homes e.g. Amazon,
there would be a very significant increase in traffic resulting in increased pollution
& danger to pedestrians & cyclists. Istead is used as a cut through when there is
heavy congestion on the surrounding roads such as the A227 & A2. Old Downs
Road is currently heavily used by walkers, runners & cyclist making their way to
the Cyclopark. Few cars use this road at present. It is single track without a
pavement. | fear that the introduction of circa 400 car users & resultant traffic
congestion in the area will lead drivers to use Old Downs Road to cut through to
Northfleet which will make this route unsafe for walkers, runners & cyclists.

School - Aside from the lack of spaces at Istead Rise Primary, it is beyond
question that getting to & from school will become far more hazardous due to
only entrance to & from the new estate being right next to the school gates.
There will be a large increase in cars at drop off & pick up times in particular,
resulting in very few safe crossing points. This is already an issue today & will get
significantly worse. Pollution levels will rise & air quality diminish which we know
has a very adverse effect on health with the very young being particularly at risk
of becoming asthmatic.

Kind regards



