


for appointments, and adding more patients without increasing medical capacity
would only exacerbate the problem. This raises serious concerns about access to
timely healthcare and the overall wellbeing of the community.

Increased traffic is another major issue. Rural roads are often narrow, winding,
and not designed to handle high volumes of vehicles. A new housing estate
would inevitably lead to a substantial rise in daily traffic, including commuter
journeys, school runs, and service vehicles. This would not only cause
congestion but also increase the risk of accidents, particularly for pedestrians,
cyclists, and children. Furthermore, the added traffic would contribute to higher
levels of noise and air pollution, undermining the peaceful nature of the
countryside that residents currently value.

The environmental impact cannot be overlooked. The countryside provides vital
green space for both wildlife and people. It supports biodiversity, offering habitats
for a wide range of species that may be displaced or destroyed by development.
For local residents, these open spaces are essential for recreation and mental
wellbeing. Dog walking, in particular, is a daily activity for many, providing
exercise, routine, and a connection to nature. The loss of these areas would not
only reduce quality of life but also limit opportunities for outdoor activity.

Additionally, once countryside land is developed, it is effectively lost forever. The
character of the area changes permanently, often leading to further development
and gradual urbanisation. This can erode the identity of rural communities and
diminish the natural beauty that makes them unique.

In conclusion, while housing development may be necessary in some contexts,
building a large estate in this countryside location is not appropriate. The lack of
adequate amenities, increased traffic pressures, and loss of valuable green
space all point to a development that would do more harm than good. A more
sustainable approach would involve prioritising locations where infrastructure can
support growth without compromising the wellbeing of existing residents or the
environment.

Kind regards

 


