


3. Design, Massing & Dark Skies

- Proposed 3 storey buildings are out of character with the village's 1-2 storey
pattern.
- Fails NPPF Paragraph 139 on "well designed" development.
- Large scale lighting would damage protected dark skies, a key Kent Downs
feature.

4. Violation of the 'Duty to Further' (LURA 2023)

- Council must actively enhance and conserve the Kent Downs National
Landscape.
- Kent Downs team confirms this duty is active, not passive.
- The escarpment setting is of "exceptional value," and the development would
cause significant landscape loss.

5. Green Belt Purpose 2 - Settlement Merging
- Development removes the final green gap between Meopham and Sole Street.
- Results in coalescence, violating Green Belt Purpose 2.

6. Incorrect "Grey Belt" Classification
- Developer incorrectly labels high performing Green Belt as "Grey Belt."
- Site is Grade 2 agricultural land with a Significant Contribution to Green Belt
purposes.
- Footnote 7 protections (including AONB) prevent Grey Belt reclassification.
- Long term harm to the Kent Downs National Landscape disqualifies the claim.

7. Conflict with Gravesham's Local Planning Strategy
- Conflicts with the 2014 Core Strategy, which prioritises urban regeneration.
- Ignores the 2024-2029 Housing Development Strategy, focused on town centre
and brownfield sites.
- Fails spatial priority, settlement hierarchy, and Green Belt protection criteria.
- Represents unplanned development outside the plan led system.

8. The visual impact from the AONB (Kent Downs) is immense and affects not
only local residents, but all visitors to the AONB.

9. The character and heritage of Meopham and Sole Street would be irreversibly
ruined. There appears to be no appreciation of local architecture, history and
heritage in the design, and that is without taking into consideration the lack of
sustainable infrastructure. This would essentially contribute to the dilution of the
Kentish countryside - a national beauty which tourists travel far and wide to visit.

10. The whole proposal saddens me deeply and I wholeheartedly object

Kind regards

 


