


the lack of walkable facilities and inadequate public transport. These will need to
be petrol- or diesel- powered vehicle as the electricity infrastructure will not
support battery charging for the likely number of vehicles. This will have an
adverse effect on air quality and increase carbon emissions in the area.
Furthermore, traffic along the A227 is already at or above capacity and the road
has been poorly maintained in the past. Traffic flow around schools at peak times
is a serious disruption to residents and through-traffic. Frequent usage of
temporary traffic lights at numerous points along the road already cause tailbacks
of longer than 30 minutes during peak times. A permanent increase in the
number of cars will add to this disruption and further damage the road.
Car parking by Meopham Primary School, and especially Camer Parade, is
already inadequate. Increased traffic in the area will not increase patronage of
local businesses as there is already too little parking, but it will increase
congestion.
The planned Lower Thames Crossing will further increase the traffic along the
A227, exacerbating the negative impact of the proposed development.
3. Destruction of Green Belt land:
Meopham is in a Green Belt area. The Green Belt was enshrined in primary
legislation by the 1947 Town and Country Planning Act to stop urban sprawl and
protect the countryside. This is critical for food security, good health and
recreation. Building on farmland cannot be reversed. The visual impact of the
development on the surrounding area will be severe. The negative impact on the
quality of life of local residents will be great.
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