
 
 

ECOLOGICAL ADVICE SERVICE 
 
TO:  Alison Webster 
 
FROM: Nancy Inman 
 
DATE: 08 August 2025 
  
SUBJECT: Hartshill Bungalow, Gravesend 20250108 
 

 
The following is provided by Kent County Council’s Ecological Advice Service (KCC EAS) 
for Local Planning Authorities. It is independent, professional advice and is not a 
comment/position on the application from the county council. It is intended to advise the 
relevant planning officer(s) on the potential ecological impacts of the planning application 
and if sufficient/appropriate ecological information has been provided. 
 
Any additional information, queries or comments on this advice that the applicant or other 
interested parties may have must be directed in every instance to the planning officer, who 
will seek input from the EAS where appropriate and necessary. 
 
 
SUMMARY: SUFFICIENT INFORMATION RECEIVED 
 
We have reviewed the submitted ecological information and advise that no additional 
surveys or information are required prior to determination. Precautionary working methods 
should still be in place due to the potential for nesting birds and low likelihood of roosting 
bats. 
 
BATS AND NESTING BIRDS 
 
A single bat emergence survey was undertaken due to the potential of the building 
scheduled for demolition to support roosting bats. No bat emergences were recorded, and 
bats can be presumed likely absent from the site. 
 
Suggested Informative Wording:   
 
There is a risk that bats may occur at the development site. Many species of bat depend 
on buildings for roosting, with each having its own preferred type of roost. Most species 
roost in crevices such as under ridge tiles, behind roofing felt or in cavity walls and are 
therefore not often seen in the roof space. Bat roosts are protected all times by the 
Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2017 (as amended) even when bats 



are temporarily absent because, being creatures of habit, they usually return to the same 
roost site every year. Planning permission for development does not provide a defence 
against prosecution under this legislation or substitute for the need to obtain a bat licence 
if an offence is likely. If bats or evidence of bats is found during the works, the applicant is 
advised to stop work and follow advice from an independent ecologist or to contact the Bat 
Advice Service on 0345 1300 228, email enquiries@bats.org.uk or visit the Bat 
Conservation Trust website.  
 
Suggested Informative Wording:  
 
The applicant is reminded that, under the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as 
amended), it is an offence to remove, damage or destroy the nest of any wild bird while 
that nest is in use or being built. Planning consent for a development does not provide a 
defence against prosecution under this Act.    
   
Habitats are present on and around the site that provide opportunities for breeding birds. 
Any work to vegetation/structures that may provide suitable nesting habitats should be 
carried out outside of the bird breeding season (1st March to 31st August inclusive) to avoid 
destroying or damaging bird nests in use or being built. If vegetation/structures need to be 
removed during the breeding season, mitigation measures need to be implemented. This 
includes examination by a suitably qualified and experienced ecologist immediately prior to 
starting work. If any nesting birds are found, works must cease until after the birds have 
finished nesting.  
   
N.B.: It should be noted that some birds are capable of nesting outside of the core nesting 
period, especially where weather conditions are favourable. Birds such as feral pigeon, 
wood pigeon and barn owl have been recorded nesting in every month of the year. Care 
when removing bird nesting habitat may therefore be required at all times of year, with 
attention paid to the nesting habits of the species that could make use of the site and 
weather conditions at the time of clearance.  
 
 
BIODIVERSITY NET GAIN  
 
De Minimis– Likely Exempt 
The applicant has indicated within the application form that that they do not consider the 
general Biodiversity Gain Condition applies to this application. Having reviewed proposals 
we consider this application to be exempt from mandatory biodiversity net gain, so that 
mandatory biodiversity net gain of 10% will not apply. We consider this application exempt 
because: 
 

• The development will not impact any onsite priority habitat; AND 

• The development will not impact more than 25 square metres of onsite habitat with 
a biodiversity value greater than zero; AND 

• The development will not impact more than 5 metres of onsite linear habitat 
 
If you have any queries regarding our comments, please do not hesitate to get in touch. 
 

mailto:enquiries@bats.org.uk


Nancy Inman 
Biodiversity Officer 
 
This response was submitted following consideration of the following documents: 

• Cover Letter 

• Site Location Plan 

• Site Plan (existing) – Carter Jonas, Jan 25 

• Bat Survey Report – Arbtech, July 25 
 

 


