


5) Grey belt is an assessment category used in planning decisions, not a
physical reclassification or removal of land from the wider Green Belt.

6) It is supposed to be comprised of small infills (such as disused petrol stations,
surface car parks, or scrubland).

7) It has Sustainability Requirements: Sites must have good access to local
infrastructure, public transport, and amenities to qualify for sustainable residential
or mixed-use development.

8) The developers are clearly gaming the "Grey Belt" concept..

9) This development will fill part of the gap between the parishs of Meopham and
Vigo - the prevention of settlements merging into one another is a primary reason
for the Green Belt.

10) On the sustainability criteria, surely this application cannot be properly
considered until the outcome of the earlier applications are determined?

11) Even when considered in isolation, 67 homes will overwhelm Culverstone
village. The bus service is a skeleton service that does not run in the evening or
on Sundays, so every household will need one or more cars.
There is just one doctors surgery miles away in Meopham (that has already said
it cannot take on any more residents), there is just one local primary school, the
secondary school is miles away in Meopham and the school buses to the
Gravesend Grammar schools are full.

12) This is the urbanisation of a small rural village that will change its character
forever, not the gradual addition of new homes into the village from utilising
brownfield sites
(such as the development of the former Meopham Police Station).

13) The access road (Newlands Lane) is a tiny single track road with no passing
spaces - I would never choose to drive on it.

14) These fields are right next to the borders of the Kent Downs Area of
Outstanding Natural Beauty, there is the loss of green fields, both as a visual
amenity to humans and to the wildlife that currently inhabits the area,

15) There will be an impact on the drainage of water, which already floods White
Post Lane down Newlands Lane when it rains hard, This will get even worse as
the fields are concreted over and can no longer act as a sponge to absorb the
rainfall.

16) The extra traffic will slow and congest the A227 which is the only route out of
the village - this road is already congested at school arriving/leaving times and
whenever there are road works that always involve traffic lights.

17) Now that the Lower Thames Crossing (LTC) is definitely going ahead, the
A227 will become even more congested as it will be used as a North/South route
to the LTC.

Kind regards

 


