


Local infrastructure and services

Istead Rise has limited amenities. Existing shops and the community hub already
experience pressure, yet the proposal would add around 100 households without
expanding facilities.

The local primary school is already at or near capacity, and additional housing
would increase demand for places. There is no secondary school in the village,
meaning further travel and traffic.

GP services are also under pressure, with residents already struggling to secure
appointments and sometimes travelling to Bexley. Additional households would
worsen this situation.

Flooding and drainage

Flooding is already an issue in parts of Istead Rise, particularly during heavy
rainfall. The site's sloping nature and the increase in hard surfaces would likely
increase surface water runoff and worsen existing drainage problems elsewhere
in the village.

Water resources

Water supply is already under strain, with periodic restrictions in the wider area.
Adding 100 households would increase demand in a location where resources
are already limited, raising concerns about long-term sustainability.

Green Belt, countryside and landscape

The proposal would result in the loss of open countryside and further encroach
on the rural setting of Istead Rise.

This land provides an important buffer between the village and surrounding
countryside. Development would permanently alter the character of the area and
contribute to urbanisation.

While the emerging Local Plan may consider some growth, this does not
automatically justify development of this scale or at this specific location.

Wildlife and ecology

The surrounding countryside supports a range of wildlife including bats, badgers,
deer, foxes, owls, newts and many bird species.

Development would result in habitat loss, fragmentation and increased
disturbance from lighting, traffic and human activity.

Village character and design

Istead Rise is a small village with a strong rural identity. A 100-home
development would represent a significant expansion and risk creating a
separate estate rather than an integrated part of the village.

Cumulative impact

This application must be considered alongside other development pressures in
the area. The combined effect of multiple schemes would significantly increase
strain on infrastructure, services, countryside and village character.

Conclusion



I strongly object to application 20260649.

The proposal would place unsustainable pressure on roads, services,
infrastructure, drainage and water resources, while also resulting in the loss of
countryside and harm to wildlife and village character.

It is not simply opposition to housing, but concern that this scale of development
is not appropriate for the location or existing infrastructure of Istead Rise.

For these reasons, I respectfully ask Gravesham Borough Council to refuse
planning permission for application 20260649.

Kind regards

 


