


properties, particularly those in Chalk Road and Villa Close.

The development would result in direct views into neighbouring private gardens,
patios and habitable rooms, causing a significant loss of privacy for surrounding
residents. The differences in ground levels mean that standard separation
distances do not sufficiently mitigate the impact, resulting in a greater degree of
overlooking than would normally be expected.

The scale, height, massing and siting of the proposed dwellings would create an
overbearing and visually intrusive presence. Neighbouring residents would
experience a loss of outlook, increased enclosure, visual dominance and a
reduction in overall residential amenity.

Given the constrained nature of the site and the proximity of the buildings to
neighbouring boundaries, the cumulative effects of overlooking, enclosure and
visual intrusion would have a significant adverse impact on the living conditions
of adjoining occupiers.

The proposed access road and parking areas would be positioned immediately
adjacent to existing residential properties, in places less than one metre from
neighbouring homes.

This would introduce vehicle movements, noise, headlights, vibration, air
pollution and general disturbance directly alongside existing dwellings and
private gardens. The proposed parking arrangements would intensify activity
within what is currently a quiet residential environment, significantly reducing the
amenity enjoyed by neighbouring residents.

The proposed access is situated close to the junction of Chalk Road and
Rochester Road, where traffic conditions already give rise to local concern. The
development would increase vehicle movements and turning activity at an
already sensitive location.

There appears to be insufficient evidence that adequate visibility splays can be
achieved and maintained. In addition, the parking provision appears inadequate
for two large four-bedroom dwellings, which are likely to generate multiple vehicle
ownership. This creates a significant risk of overspill parking onto Chalk Road
and surrounding roads.

The local highway network already experiences parking pressures, with vehicles
frequently parked along kerbs and in constrained locations. Additional on-street
parking would reduce road width, increase congestion and worsen existing
parking problems. Chalk Road is a bus route and the road is already not wide
enough to accommodate passing buses, with a frequent occurrence being buses
mounting pavement in order to pass. This proposal places undue pressure on a
strained road network and risk onto the local community.

Of particular concern is the site's location near the transition between the A226,
where vehicles approach from a 50mph speed limit, and the 30mph section of
Chalk Road. Overspill parking at this location could create dangerous blind spots,
obstruct visibility for drivers entering and leaving the site, and increase risks to
pedestrians, cyclists and motorists. This would represent a significant highway
safety concern.

The application does not appear to provide sufficient ecological information to
enable a full assessment of environmental impacts. Significant site clearance
works, including the removal of vegetation and outbuildings, have already taken
place, raising concerns about the potential impact on wildlife and protected
species.

Furthermore, the application does not adequately demonstrate compliance with



Biodiversity Net Gain requirements or provide sufficient evidence that ecological
impacts have been properly assessed and mitigated.

For the reasons outlined above, the proposal would result in inappropriate
backland development, harm to local character, overlooking and loss of privacy,
loss of residential amenity, noise and disturbance, inadequate parking provision,
increased pressure on local roads, highway safety risks and insufficient
ecological information.

The likelihood of overspill parking is particularly concerning due to the site's
position close to the A226/Chalk Road speed transition, where additional
roadside parking could create dangerous blind spots and visibility problems.
When considered collectively, these impacts would cause substantial and
unacceptable harm to neighbouring residents and the wider area.

I therefore respectfully request that Gravesham Borough Council refuses
Planning Application 20260864.

Kind regards

 


