


evidence that these circumstances exist. The proposal would cause lasting harm
to the openness of the countryside and therefore conflicts with the core principles
of Green Belt protection.
Allowing development on this site would also undermine the strategic role of the
Green Belt around Higham. The countryside between settlements helps maintain
separation between communities and preserves the rural setting of the village.
Development on protected land risks gradually eroding this separation and could
contribute to the creeping expansion of built-up areas into the countryside.
In addition to the policy conflict, the proposal raises serious concerns regarding
landscape character. The surrounding area is valued for its rural appearance,
open fields, and natural features such as hedgerows and farmland. These
elements form part of the local landscape identity and contribute to the visual
quality of the area. Development would introduce urbanising features that would
detract from the existing character and permanently alter the landscape.
Environmental considerations are also relevant. Green Belt land frequently
provides habitats for wildlife and contributes to local biodiversity. Construction
activity and the introduction of built development may lead to habitat loss,
disturbance to wildlife, and increased levels of noise, lighting, and pollution.
While mitigation measures may be proposed, they rarely compensate fully for the
loss of established ecosystems.
The proposal could also increase pressure on local infrastructure. Additional
traffic generated by the development would place greater strain on rural roads
around Higham. Many of these roads were not designed for significant increases
in traffic, which raises concerns about congestion, road safety, and environmental
impacts such as noise and air pollution.
National planning policy also emphasises the importance of prioritising
development on previously developed or "brownfield" land. Approving
development on protected Green Belt land when alternative sites may exist
elsewhere would undermine the principle of sustainable land use and weaken the
planning system's ability to protect the countryside.
Another important consideration is precedent. If planning permission were
granted in this case, it could encourage further applications on nearby Green Belt
land. Developers may argue that similar proposals should be treated consistently,
leading to incremental development that gradually erodes the countryside around
Higham.
Protecting the Green Belt requires consistent decision-making that upholds
planning policy and recognises the long-term value of preserving open land.
Once development is allowed on Green Belt land, the loss of openness and rural
character is effectively permanent.
For these reasons, the proposed development would cause substantial harm to
the openness, character, and environmental value of the Green Belt surrounding
Higham. The application conflicts with the principles of the National Planning
Policy Framework and does not demonstrate the exceptional circumstances
required to justify development in this protected area.
I therefore respectfully request that Gravesham Borough Council refuse this
application in order to safeguard the countryside and uphold the integrity of
Green Belt policy.

Kind regards

 


