


Overdevelopment of the plot
- This garden building was not originally intended for habitation.
-The Close is characterised by single-dwelling plots with garden outbuildings
used for non-residential purposes.
-Approving this change would set an undesirable precedent for similar back-
garden conversions and represents overdevelopment of the plot.
- The outbuilding is positioned with it's side directly next to our boundary.
Converting it into living accommodation will increase noise, activity, and
disturbance, in an area that is currently quiet and private - reducing our ability to
enjoy our home and garden without intrusion.

Parking and access concerns
- The property has space for only two vehicles, yet the household currently has
up to 4 vehicles, which include commercial, side-curtained vans/lorries which
already place pressure on the limited parking available in the Close.
-These vehicles are frequently parked on the road, and on several occasions
they have blocked our driveway, restricting access and creating a safety concern.
-Additional residential accommodation will inevitably increase vehicle movement
and parking demand, worsening congestion and potentially obstructing access
for residents, delivery drivers and more importantly emergency services which
some of our elderly neighbours are in need of.

Impact on the character of the Close
-This is a quiet residential close with limited traffic and no precedent for garden
buildings being used as living accommodation. Introducing a residential unit at
the rear of the plot would increase noise, activity, and general disturbance,
undermining the peaceful nature of the area
- Approving this application risks setting a precedent for similar back-garden
conversions, which would alter the character and tranquility of the area.

Risk of creating a self contained dwelling
- Although described as 'family accommodation' the layout and facilities could
allow the building to function as an independent unit. This raises concerns about
future use as a separate dwelling or rental unit. Given the existing issues with
excessive vehicle numbers, commercial vans/lorries, and previous obstruction of
our driveway, there is a clear risk that the outbuilding could be used in a way that
intensifies occupation and worsens parking and amenity problems. The lack of
enforceability should weigh strongly against approval.
-Although the outbuilding does not have it's own entrance, it will contain full
kitchen, bathroom, plumbing and electrics, meaning it has all the facilities
required for independent occupation. The council has no practical way to monitor
whether it is used as a rental or a separate dwelling.

The application cites bereavement as the reason for change. While sympathetic,
but knowing her partner died many months ago, bereavement seems an
unreasonable reason and personal circumstances are not a material planning
consideration and cannot justify the development.

For these reasons, I respectfully request that the application is refused.

Kind regards

 


