


in the long run, the costs become unsustainable.

Higham's infrastructure is already under significant strain. The village roads are
frequently congested and, in places, dangerous. Additional housing will inevitably
result in increased traffic volumes, making the existing road safety concerns and
congestion issues even worse. Parking within the village is already extremely
limited too.

The closure of the local doctors' surgery last year has already impacted the
village in such a negative way. Quite a high percentage of residents that live in
Higham fall into the older generation bracket, closing the surgery has forced
residents to seek medical services in other locations, where surgeries are
already overstretched. Increasing the population without corresponding
investment in local healthcare and services will place unsustainable pressure on
surrounding communities.

Looking at the wider picture, the draft plans for Higham that were released
recently indicate that this site is only the beginning of further development
proposals that we may expect to see in the next 10 years. Surrounding villages
such as Meopham and Istead Rise are also facing the threat of potential property
development too. This will not only impact the individual villages, such as this
application is impacting Higham, but it's going to have a severe impact on key
transport routes surrounding this villages.

Roads such as the B2000, Wainscott Bypass and A228 are already heavily
congested and increasingly dangerous, with frequent accidents already and long
delays. Approving of large-scale and multiple housing developments without
significant transport infrastructure improvements risks rendering these routes
effectively unusable.

My strongest objection to this application though, relates to the proposed site
itself. The development is planned on protected Green Belt land. The purpose of
Green Belt land is to prevent urban sprawl, it's there to help safeguard the
countryside from encroachment, preserve the setting of historic villages, and
protect wildlife and open space. Approving development on this site would
directly undermine those principles that were put in place so many years ago!

The loss of countryside and green space would be irreversible and permanently
alter the character of the village of Higham, that we all know and love. Approving
application like this will mean this can never be restored!

Furthermore, there are alternative brownfield sites in surrounding areas that
remain derelict and underused. For example, the old Gravesend Hospital site
represents previously developed land that would be far more appropriate for
housing. I am finding it really difficult to understand why protected Green Belt
land is being considered when such sites remain available.

I fully recognise that housing is needed. However, development must be
sustainable, appropriately located, and supported by infrastructure. In this case, it
is none of those things. The harm to the Green Belt, the strain on infrastructure,
the traffic implications, and the questionable affordability of the housing
significantly outweigh any perceived benefits.

I am very passionate about this subject, and I believe many residents of the
village are too! Due to this, I started a petition before this planning application
was submitted and it has over 1,000 signatures, highlighting that I am not alone
in objecting to this proposal of property development. I will share this petition with
Gravesham borough council in due course.

For these reasons above, I respectfully request that this planning application
outline is to be refused please.



Kind regards

 


