


I am also concerned about the lack of suitable infrastructure in Istead Rise to
support such a large increase in population. Local services are already under
pressure, and it is already difficult enough to get a doctor's appointment. Adding
potentially 100 more households without sufficient improvements to local services
and infrastructure could put even greater pressure on healthcare and other
essential services.

There also appears to be very limited public transport in the area, with no train
station and limited bus services. This means that many additional residents are
likely to depend on cars, which would put even more pressure on roads that are
already busy.

I am particularly concerned about pedestrian and cycling safety. If more homes
are built, there needs to be safe, properly connected walking and cycling routes
that allow children and families to travel around the area without having to
compete with increased traffic.

I also believe that this application needs to be considered alongside the other
proposed developments around Istead Rise. The cumulative impact of additional
housing, rather than looking at this application on its own, needs to be properly
assessed. More and more development will inevitably increase pressure on
roads, healthcare, schools, public transport, drainage, water supplies and other
local infrastructure.

I understand that housing is needed, but that does not mean that every proposed
development is automatically appropriate. The scale and location of this
development need to be considered carefully, particularly when it would be
directly behind existing homes and would have such a significant impact on the
surrounding community.

My main concern is that the development could fundamentally change the
character and safety of the area where my children currently live, play and cycle.
I do not believe the existing roads and infrastructure are capable of safely
accommodating the additional traffic and population without significant
improvements first being made.

For these reasons, I respectfully ask Gravesham Borough Council to refuse
planning application 20260649, or at the very least to require a much more
thorough assessment of the highway, pedestrian and cycling safety, healthcare,
infrastructure and cumulative impacts of this development before any decision is
made.

This is not simply a concern about having new houses nearby. This development
would be directly behind our home and would have a real and immediate effect
on our family and the safety of our children.

I ask the Council to take these concerns seriously when considering this
application.

Application reference: 20260649

Kind regards

 


