Date: 03 March 2026
Ourref: 542540
Your ref: 20260163

Gravesham Borough Council
planning.reps@gravesham.gov.uk

Hornbeam House

Crewe Business Park

BY EMAIL ONLY Electra Way

Crewe
Cheshire
CW16GJ

T 0300 060 3900

Dear Sir or Madam

Planning consultation: Groundworks to provide tiered seating, an extended level hardstanding
area adjacent to the river and improved access; hard landscaping including areas of hard surfacing
and seating, relocated and new steps and ramp; soft landscaping including terrace, ornamental,
shrub, tree and hedge planting; and installation of lighting.

Location: St Andrews Gardens, Royal Pier Road, Gravesend, Kent

Thank you for your consultation on the above dated 26 February 2026 which was received by
Natural England on 26 February 2026

Natural England is a non-departmental public body. Our statutory purpose is to ensure that the
natural environment is conserved, enhanced, and managed for the benefit of present and future
generations, thereby contributing to sustainable development.

SUMMARY OF NATURAL ENGLAND’S ADVICE
NO OBJECTION

Based on the plans submitted, Natural England considers that the proposed development will not
have significant adverse impacts on statutorily protected nature conservation sites or landscapes.

Natural England’s generic advice on other natural environment issues is set out at Annex A.

King Charles Ill England Coast Path

The development proposal affects the King Charles Il England Coast Path, which should be
protected and enhanced in line with paragraphs 105, 185(d) and 187 (c) of the National Planning
Policy Framework.

Natural England has a duty to prepare a Variation Report for the Secretary of State where the
alignment (but not the margin) of the King Charles 1l England Coast Path changes and local
planning authorities are advised to notify Natural England of any development or other change that
impedes or obstructs people’s ability to undertake a continuous journey on foot on the National Trail.

Priority habitats and Species
Priority habitats and Species are of particular importance for nature conservation and are included
in the England Biodiversity List published under section 41 of the Natural Environment and Rural
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Communities Act 2006. Most priority habitats will be mapped either as Sites of Special Scientific
Interest, on the Magic website or as Local Wildlife Sites. A list of priority habitats and species can be
found on Gov.uk.

Natural England does not routinely hold species data, such data should be collected when impacts
on priority habitats or species are considered likely. Consideration should also be given to the
potential environmental value of brownfield sites, often found in urban areas and former industrial
land, further information including links to the open mosaic habitats inventory can be found here.

Sites of Special Scientific Interest Impact Risk Zones

The Town and Country Planning (Development Management Procedure) (England) Order 2015
requires local planning authorities to consult Natural England on “Development in or likely to affect a
Site of Special Scientific Interest” (Schedule 4, w). Our SSSI Impact Risk Zones are a GIS dataset
designed to be used during the planning application validation process to help local planning
authorities decide when to consult Natural England on developments likely to affect a SSSI. The
dataset and user guidance can be accessed from the data.gov.uk website

Further general advice on the consideration of protected species and other natural environment
issues is provided at Annex A.

We would be happy to comment further should the need arise but if in the meantime you have any
queries please do not hesitate to contact us.

For any queries regarding this letter, for new consultations, or to provide further information on this
consultation please send your correspondences to consultations@naturalengland.org.uk.

Yours faithfully

Gabriel Brooks
Consultations Team
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https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/habitats-and-species-of-principal-importance-in-england
https://www.buglife.org.uk/brownfield-hub
https://naturalengland-defra.opendata.arcgis.com/datasets/sssi-impact-risk-zones-england?geometry=-32.18%2C48.014%2C27.849%2C57.298

