Our ref: 465611

Your ref: 20231313 Eastcourt Marshes Electricity Distribution Site Mark Lane
Gravesend

Natural England 12 February 2024

Dear Sir/Madam.

Planning consultation: Proposed construction of a new cable tunnel beneath the River
Thames between Gravesend and Tilbury to provide additional transmission capacity. Above-
ground infrastructure in the form of a new Cable Sealing End compound and a new head
house building along with associated electricity infrastructure, access, parking, boundary
treatment and two overhead gantry structures for future overhead lines. Temporary
compound for the duration of the project to provide parking, staff welfare facilities, delivery
vehicle parking, and equipment and machinery storage, including boundary treatment and
lighting.

Location: Eastcourt Marshes Electricity Distribution Site , Mark Lane, Gravesend, Kent
DA12 2HN

Thank you for your consultation on the above dated 30 January 2024.

Natural England is a non-departmental public body. Our statutory purpose is to ensure that
the natural environment is conserved, enhanced, and managed for the benefit of present
and future generations, thereby contributing to sustainable development.

Further information on when to consult Natural England on planning proposals is here-
Planning and transport authorities: get environmental advice on planning - GOV.UK

(www.gov.uk)

Natural England is not able to provide specific advice on this application and therefore has
no comment to make on its details. Although we have not been able to assess the potential
impacts of this proposal on statutory nature conservation sites or protected landscapes, we
offer the further advice and references to Standing Advice.

Natural England advises Local Planning Authorities to use the following tools to assess the
impacts of the proposal on the natural environment:

Impact Risk Zones:

Natural England has provided Local Planning Authorities (LPAs) with Impact Risk Zones
(IRZs) which can be used to determine whether the proposal impacts statutory nature
conservation sites. Natural England recommends that the LPA uses these IRZs to assess
potential impacts. If proposals do not trigger an Impact Risk Zone then Natural England will
provide an auto-response email.

Standing Advice:
Natural England has published Standing Advice. Links to standing advice are in Annex A

If after using these tools, you consider there are significant risks to statutory nature
conservation sites or protected landscapes, please set out the specific areas on which you
require Natural England’s advice.

Further information on LPA duties relating to protected sites and areas is here- Protected
sites and areas: how to review planning applications - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk)



https://www.gov.uk/guidance/local-planning-authorities-get-environmental-advice
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/local-planning-authorities-get-environmental-advice
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/protected-sites-and-areas-how-to-review-planning-applications
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/protected-sites-and-areas-how-to-review-planning-applications

Further guidance is also set out in Planning Practice Guidance on the natural environment
Natural environment - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk) and on Habitats Regulations Assessment
Appropriate assessment - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk)

Non detailed advice from Natural England does not imply that there are no impacts on the
natural environment. It is for the local planning authority to determine whether or not the
proposal is consistent with national and local environmental policies. Other bodies and
individuals may provide information and advice on the environmental value of this site and
the impacts of the proposal on the natural environment to assist the decision-making
process.

Should the proposal change, please consult us again.


https://www.gov.uk/guidance/natural-environment#biodiversity-geodiversity-and-ecosystems
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/appropriate-assessment

