


3. Traffic Cutting Through. Istead Rise is already used regularly for traffic to cut
through. The A2 is congested virtually every day during school term times.
Increased traffic flow coming out onto Upper Avenue/ Istead Rise will also lead to
further congestion and difficulty turning out of the cul-de-sac roads such as
Haven Close and Brookside Road. This will cause chaos for emergency service
access.

4. Access to healthcare. It is already very difficult to access GP appointments at
Downsway Medical Practice. Just last week, my wife was sent by the 111 service
to the local (and already overwhelmed) A&E department at Darent Valley Hospital
where she had a 14 hour wait because there were no appointments available at
Downsway Medical Practice. This was despite them being instructed to see her
as urgent by a London Hospital.

5. Access to Education. For the 2026-27 academic year, Istead Rise Primary
School has not been able to offer placements to all children living in Istead Rise
based on distance after going through other access categories. Additional
households with children who are not looked after children, do not currently have
siblings at the school or do not have needs that would place them at the school
would unlikely have a place. This would place additional traffic on the roads as
this is the only school in safe walking distance. Whilst your proposed walking
distances on your documentation give walking routes many of these are across
fields with no lighting and unmade paths. These are highly unlikely to be used in
the middle of winter.

6. Loss of open space and strain on utilities and infrastructure through cumulative
development in the local area.

There are several proposed developments in the local area through both
Gravesham Borough Council and Dartford Borough Council that all impact the
immediate surrounding area of Istead Rise, including the proposal of a Data
Centre adjacent to New Barn Road to the north of Northfleet Green. Whilst
documentation of all of these developments offer interpretation of impact across
many areas such as traffic, sustainability, healthcare etc., these are all as the
situation is now. None of them including this one offer any impact statements of
all of the other proposed developments going ahead. The compounded effect
would be catastrophic to the local area across all areas (traffic, healthcare,
utilities, safety etc) and should be considered. The cumulative effect of these
need to be considered over the course of the daytime, particularly the morning
and evening rush hours, and not an average over a 24 hour period.

Kind regards

 


