


together with alternative housing requirements for 12 older households.

I accept that new homes are needed, but development must be based on up-to-
date evidence of genuine local need and be appropriate in scale and location.

At present, our villages are being bombarded with applications for substantial
new developments on agricultural and Green Belt land, while the capacity of
roads and existing infrastructure - including the uncertainty around water supplies
- is not increasing to match them.

Previous consideration and increasing scale

The land north of The Drove Way was previously considered for approximately
75 dwellings and rejected. The current proposal is for up to 100 dwellings - an
increase of approximately 33%.

However, my concern is not simply the increase in numbers. I do not consider the
site suitable for housing development, whether the proposal is for 75, 100 or any
other number of dwellings.

There appears to have been no fundamental change to the constraints affecting
the site. The main change appears to be the potential reclassification of Green
Belt land as "Grey Belt". This does not, in itself, make the site suitable for
development or overcome the reasons why it was previously considered
unsuitable.

Brownfield first

A reasonable, albeit rhetorical, question is: how many of the developers
promoting these speculative developments on agricultural or Green Belt land
have themselves sought to bring forward suitable brownfield land within
Gravesham?

The confidence of residents in the planning process is already fragile. The
continual stream of applications for major development risks further undermining
that confidence.

The Council should consider whether this proposal, together with those identified
in the Local Plan for Istead Rise, is genuinely necessary, whether suitable
brownfield opportunities have been fully explored, and whether the cumulative
impact of development on Istead Rise and its infrastructure is acceptable.

In my view, it is not.

Thank you for taking the time to consider my views.

Kind regards

 


