


The existing infrastructure in Meopham and surrounding areas is already under
significant pressure. Local services including roads, schools, GP surgeries, and
hospitals are already operating at or beyond capacity.
Local GP surgeries have already indicated that they have no additional capacity
for new patients. Adding hundreds of new homes and potentially thousands of
new residents without substantial investment in healthcare infrastructure is
unsustainable and would negatively impact existing residents' access to medical
care. Hospitals are already under pressure.

Traffic Congestion and Road Safety

I fear the proposed development would generate a significant increase in traffic
movements in and around Meopham. Even just recently there was yet another
crash outside the parade. The local road network, including rural roads and key
junctions, already experiences congestion, particularly at peak times.

An additional development of over 700 houses could mean over 1,000 additional
vehicles, which would lead to:
- Increased congestion
- Longer journey times
- Increased accident risk on rural roads
- Increased air pollution
- Increased noise pollution
The road infrastructure in the area is not designed to support this level of
additional traffic.

Environmental Impact and Wildlife

The site and surrounding countryside support a wide range of wildlife. Residents
have observed birds of prey and rare songbirds in the area, as well as badgers,
indicating the presence of protected species and established wildlife habitats.

Development of this scale would result in:
- Loss of habitat
- Disturbance to wildlife
- Fragmentation of ecological corridors
- Increased light and noise pollution affecting wildlife
This environmental impact must be properly assessed and should be a major
consideration when determining this application.

Impact on Quality of Life for Existing Residents

This development would have a severe negative impact on the quality of life of
existing residents, including:
- Increased traffic and noise
- Loss of countryside and open views
- Increased pressure on schools and healthcare
- Increased pollution
- Construction disruption lasting years
- Overdevelopment of a rural village

Meopham would no longer be the village it is known as.

Scale of Development Is Unsustainable

A development of over 700 houses represents a massive expansion of the village
and is not proportional or sustainable. Large developments should be located
where infrastructure already exists, not in rural villages where infrastructure is
already stretched beyond capacity.



Even with a proposed school and open space, the wider infrastructure (roads,
healthcare, public transport, utilities) is not adequate to support such a large
increase in population. I am quite disgusted that the planners even have the
audacity to claim there would be no significant inegative impacts as a result of
this development and that there are things like enough GP spaces.

Kind regards

 


