


even mounting the pavement to get past! This is clearly a serious hazard. Our
Victorian terraced roads were not designed with parking in mind and we struggle
to cope. To make the same error in 2026 is beyond daft, and would represent a
failure of the local council to listen to the concerns of residents and to put their
safety first.

It is totally unreasonable for the plans to only include the bare minimum
allocation of a single parking space per house under the guise of "encouraging
public transport" when there are no useful bus routes to the area! The reality is
that more people means more cars and the hazard this presents cannot be
ignored by the council. The average family household in a 3 bed house has more
than 1 car, it is ridiculous to not recognise this reality, and knowingly approve a
site that will have serious parking problems in an area with serious parking
problems already.

People need places to live, and I am sure other residents appreciate as I do the
need for more housing across Kent. But, it needs to be built in a way that doesn't
cause more problems for current and future residents. It's reasonable to demand
that the new development meets a standard that does not make our lives worse.
There is space to build a development with adequate parking for lots of new
houses, just not the huge quantity and sizes planned.

The scale of the development I am sure will be defended by the developer as the
only scale that is "viable" as was mentioned in the planning decision meeting. But
what they truthfully mean is that this is the only scale that is "hugely profitable",
and profitable for a private company not the local council itself. It is the remit of
the local council to provide housing that meets the needs of everyone in the
community and that includes us as current residents.

Kind regards

 


