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Back in businessBack in business


A town centre pub 
has reopened with 
new owners follow-
ing a £200,000 re-
vamp.


The Grapes wel-
comed back cus-


tomers old and 
new last Fri-
day following 
its makeover.


The historic boozer, on the 
corner of  Milton Road, closed 
its doors early last year and was 


auctioned off by brewery Shep-


herd Neame.
But it’s now been giv-


en a new lease of  life af-
ter being snapped up by 
businessman Steve Basi 
and his team who have 
spent a year revamping 
the entire public house.


They have installed a 
bar, a garden ceiling, 
an outdoor seating area 
which acts like a “se-


cret garden”, feature lights, and have com-
pletely redone the toilets.


He told the Messenger: “It is what is miss-
ing in Gravesend. It has been a long time in 
the making.”


 More on page 4
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Manager Esther Larney and owner Steve 
Basi. The Grapes pub in Milton Road has 
reopened under new ownership


LABOUR FEARS ELECTION 
BACKLASH OVER ULEZ PAGE 
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BBeer, Cider  && Mussic Festival 
44tth,, 5tth  && 6tth  AAugust 2023 


WWeekend 


THHE THREE DAWS RIVERSIDE INN 







w w w. ke n to n l i n e.co.u k To advertise: 01634 22781728 July 27 - August 2, 2023 Trusted News


Please recycle
this newspaper


S P O RT Get all the latest news at www.kentonline.co.uk/sport


A meeting with Chelsea’s
young guns is the ideal way for
Ebbsfleet to finish pre-season.
Fleet face the London giants’
under-21 side at Stonebridge
Road on Saturday (3pm).
It’s their final friendly before
opening the National League
campaign at Rochdale on
August 5 and boss Dennis
Kutrieb expects a big test.
Fleet are stepping up in class
on their return to non-league’s
top flight and they’ll see plenty
of quality from Chelsea.
“They will be young, they will
show energy, they will punish
you in transitions,” said
Kutrieb.
“You need to make sure you
are ready for these kinds of
challenges because they won’t
be lazy and just let you run.
“They will have pace and they
will have fitness.
“These kinds of challenges we
will face in the league as well,
and that’s why we picked them
for a friendly.
“I’m pretty sure we will get
punished if we are lazy in pos-
session or we make stupid mis-
takes.
“From this point of view, it’s
very good to have this game
before we go to Rochdale.”
Kutrieb is undecided on his
starting XI to face the Blues.
“We haven’t decided what we
are going to do,” he added.
“Everything we do now is
about getting ready for Roch-
dale.
“Every player wants to show
up because they want to play
the first game of the season but
we have to make sure we find
the right players who are able
to compete with Rochdale, a
good side coming down from
League 2.
“You need to be ready and be
able to understand and adapt
to different challenges.
“We’re going into a league
with more quality, higher
intensity, better fitness, better
individuals, better managers,
better pitches, more spectat-
ors, bigger stadiums. There are
so many things you need to
adapt to.
“It’s a great start to be playing
at Rochdale, who a few months
ago were in League 2 and we
were in National League
South.”


Fleet ready for
Chelsea test


By Craig Tucker


Ebbsfleet boss Dennis
Kutrieb intends to stick
by his squad - regardless
of how they start the
National League season.


It’s a common solution for
managers to turn to the transfer
market when things aren’t
working but Kutrieb operates
differently.


He’s never been keen on sign-
ing players during the season
and will keep faith with his prin-
ciples.


Fleet have retained the major-
ity of the squad who won
National League South, adding
six new faces.


Kutrieb believes they have the
tools to handle non-league’s top
flight, with the opener at Roch-
dale just over a week away.


“We are not big fans of signing
players if something is not
working out for us,” said
Kutrieb.


“If something is not working
then it’s my job to improve
things by working with the
players we have.


“If we identify areas where we
are not good enough, we can
train on that and work on that
and make sure we get better for
the next game.


“We are pretty much where
we want to be with our squad
and if we are not achieving the
points we want to achieve, then
we need to work harder, not just
bring in different players.


“That might be a different
approach.


“I realised when I first came
here three years ago and got to
know the leagues and the beha-
viour and the mentality, it


might be slightly different to
what other clubs do.


“I’d like to think it should be
an advantage for a player that
he knows this is my club for the
next 12 months and I can just
focus on playing football and I
don’t need to be worried that,
after sitting on the bench, I get
kicked out and can find another
club because I’m not good
enough.


“It’s on us because we recruit
the players, we work with them,
so if we make a judgement that
they are good enough for us,
then we have to make sure they
are good enough, otherwise
we’ve done something wrong in
our recruitment.


“We’re convinced we’ve got
our recruitment spot on and it’s
just a situation of work harder if
things are not in our favour.


“We could have a great start or


we could have a bad start. Any-
thing can happen in football.


“We don’t know but what is for
sure is we will work our socks
off and if something is not going
in our favour then we will work
on and make sure we get better
at it.”


Fleet won 2-0 at St Albans on
Saturday and beat West Ham
under-23s 2-1 on Tuesday.


They complete pre-season at
home to Chelsea under-21s on
Saturday (3pm).


Preparations for the new cam-
paign have gone well.


“I’m not so much into making
big judgements before pre-sea-
son starts,” said Kutrieb. “We
always try to bring something
across and if the team takes it on
board, you can go to the next
step.


“If it takes a bit longer, you
keep going on the same topic.


“At this moment, most of the
basics we have already got into
the team.


“It helps that we’ve kept the
majority of last season’s squad
and when you don’t have many
injuries, so everyone can be
involved.


“I would say we are exactly
where we want to be but we’ll
see when the games start.


“We’ll know if it’s helped
that our squad is still together
and that we have the basics
already on board when other
teams are maybe still trying to
find that.


“At the end of the day, we’ll
really know when the games
start because we have some
interesting games where we
can challenge ourselves.


“You have all kinds of differ-
ent challenges straight away in
the first games of August.”


Kutrieb will keep faith
The British Superbikes Championship visited Brands Hatch last week, with Kent riders putting on a show in the support races Picture: Simon Hildrew
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Artifi cial Grass at Gorse Hill Nursery
Artifi cial Grass at Trade PricesArtifi cial Grass at Trade Prices


Gorse Hill, Farningham, DA4 0JU (opposite Scratchers Lane)


01322 864704 • 07984 475519 • www.gorsehillnursery.co.uk


Our Quality Artifi cial Grass starts at £12.00 per sqm (inc. vat)
Also available Real Turf & Topsoil


We sell all you need to complete your project!
• Trade enquiries welcome


Free DIY advice or call for a FREE no obligation quote to supply and fi t


No Mowing! No Weeding! No Feeding!
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DOREEN MAUD TOMLINSON
Deceased


Pursuant to the Trustee Act 1925 anyone having
a claim against or an interest in the Estate of the
deceased, late of Flat 21, Martin House, Haynes
Road, Northfleet, Gravesend, Kent, DA11 7HN,
who died on 16/08/2022, must send written
particulars to the address below by 28/09/2023,
after which date the Estate will be distributed
having regard only to claims and interests
notified.
Claire Dewhirst c/o Kingsguard Legal, 
The Manse, 33 New Road, Stourbridge, DY8 1PA. 
Ref: 6559/Tomlinson


Hoo Engine Centre
Est. 28 years


Reconditioned Engines 
and low mileage used 


engines supplied and fitted. 
MoT repairs, gear boxes, 


clutches, brakes and 
all mechanical repairs.
Cylinder head refacing, 


re-bore and crank grinding
Services from £65.00 


Labour charge £40 per hour 
01634 253302 or 07979 526289


GRAVESHAM BOROUGH COUNCIL


PUBLICITY FOR PLANNING APPLICATIONS AND RELATED MATTERS


NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN of the following applications made to the Borough Council which require 
statutory publicity.  Members of the public may inspect copies of the applications, the plans, and 
other documents submitted with them at the Civic Centre.


You can comment on and monitor the progress of this application using Public Access on the 
Council’s website at http://plan.gravesham.gov.uk/online-applications and enter the relevant 
application number.


DEVELOPMENT OR WORKS AFFECTING A LISTED BUILDING


20230670  -  Nurstead Hall, Nurstead Lane, Longfield Hill, Longfield, Gravesend, Kent, DA3 
7AN  -  Application for Listed building consent for the erection of a rear dormer, external repairs to 
render and joinery along with internal reinforcement of chimney and timber-frame structure and 
installation of Lightning Protection System


20230669  -  Nurstead Hall, Nurstead Lane, Longfield Hill, Longfield, Gravesend, Kent, DA3 7AN  
-  Erection of a rear dormer, external repairs to render and joinery along with internal reinforcement 
of chimney and timber-frame structure and installation of Lightning Protection System


DEVELOPMENT AFFECTING THE CHARACTER OR APPEARANCE OF A CONSERVATION AREA


20230555  -  17 Overcliffe, Gravesend, Kent, DA11 0EF  -  Conversion from restaurant to private 
dwelling


Anyone wishing to make representations about this application should do so by writing to me at 
Civic Centre by 10 August 2023 quoting the application number.


Wendy Lane (BSc Hons, MSc, MA, MRTPI), Assistant Director (Planning)
Civic Centre Windmill Street, Gravesend DA12 1AU


PETER FREDERICK LOVELOCK 
(Deceased)


Pursuant to the Trustee Act 1925 
any persons having a claim against
or an interest in the Estate of the 
above named, late of 69 Winston 
Close, Greenhithe, DA99DG, who
died on 21/01/2023, are required  to
send  written  particulars thereof to
the undersigned on or before 
28/09/2023, after which date the 
Estate will be distributed having
regard only to the claims and 
interests of which they have had 
notice.


TAYLOR ROSE MW,  
104 South End, Croydon, CR0 1DQ


NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN of the following applications made to 
Ebbsfleet Development Corporation which require statutory publicity. 
Members of the public may view and comment on these applications 
using the public access system on the Corporation’s website. 
Log on to: http://applications.ebbsfleetdc.org.uk/online-applications/ 
and enter the application reference number and click search.


Major Development and Public Right of Way


EDC/23/0096 – Land at Former Northfleet Cement Works,  
The Shore Northfleet Gravesend Kent DA11 9AN


Reserved Matters Application (matters relating to access, layout, 
scale, appearance and landscaping) pursuant to condition 2 of outline 
planning permission reference no. EDC/16/0004 for the employment 
land at Church Path Pit comprising the erection of industrial and 
logistics units (Use Classes E(g)(iii) and/or B2 and/or B8) with ancillary 
office accommodation, external yard areas, staff and operational 
vehicle parking, servicing and associated works.


EDC/23/0097 – Land at Former Northfleet Cement Works,  
The Shore Northfleet Gravesend Kent DA11 9AN


Reserved Matters Application (matters relating to access, layout, 
scale, appearance and landscaping) pursuant to condition 2 of outline 
planning permission reference no. EDC/16/0004 for the employment 
land at the Triangle Site and Vineyard Pit comprising the erection of 
industrial and logistics units (Use Classes E(g)(iii) and/or B2 and/or 
B8) with ancillary office accommodation, external yard areas, staff 
and operational vehicle parking, servicing and associated works.


EDC/23/0114 – Alkerden (Parcel 5B) Eastern Quarry Watling 
Street Swanscombe Kent


Reserved Matters application (details relating to access, appearance, 
landscaping, layout and scale) pursuant to condition 2 and 25 of 
outline planning permission EDC/17/0048 for 162 dwellings and 
associated car parking, landscaping and infrastructure (including 
a section of the Alkerden Primary West spine road), together with 
submission of details relating to noise assessment (condition 28).


Anyone wishing to make representations about these applications 
in writing should do so by sending them to me at Ebbsfleet 
Development Corporation by 17th August 2023 quoting the 
application number, or by emailing edcplanning@ebbsfleetdc.org.uk


Mark Pullin, Director Planning and Place, Ebbsfleet Development 
Corporation, The Observatory, Castle Hill Drive, Castle Hill, 
Ebbsfleet, Kent DA10 1EE


PAULINE ELIZABETH LUCAS 
(Deceased)


Pursuant to the Trustee Act 1925
any persons having a claim against
or an interest in the Estate of the 
above named, late of Eglantine 
Lane, Horton Kirby, Dartford, DA4 
9JL, who died on 01/01/2023, are 
required  to  send  written
particulars thereof to the
undersigned on or before
15/10/2023, after which date the
Estate will be distributed having
regard only to the claims and
interests of which they have had
notice.


Leanne Clare Nicholson,  
37 Rushey Green, London SE6 4AS


0330 221 1015
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