


traveller accommodation, particularly where they provide stability, access to
education, healthcare and local services, and reduce the need for repeated
relocation.

The Gravesham Local Plan, when read as a whole, supports the principle of
meeting objectively assessed accommodation needs for all community groups,
including Gypsy and Traveller families. Development plan policies requiring the
authority to plan positively for housing needs and inclusive communities must be
applied alongside national traveller policy. Where development plan allocations
have not delivered sufficient sites to meet identified demand, the PPTS requires
that applications such as this be assessed favourably unless clear and
demonstrable harm would significantly and demonstrably outweigh the benefits.

The retrospective nature of the application is not a material planning harm.
Government guidance is explicit that retrospective submissions must be
assessed solely on their planning merits. The key question is whether the site is
acceptable in planning terms, not the timing of the application.

Granting permission would:

- contribute directly to addressing a recognised local shortage of authorised
traveller pitches
- support the Government's objective of significantly boosting the supply of lawful
traveller accommodation
- reduce pressure on public resources associated with unauthorised development
- provide stable, secure accommodation for families in accordance with national
equality and inclusion objectives

In overall planning balance, the provision of a modest number of lawful pitches in
an established rural setting carries substantial weight. In the absence of clear
overriding planning harm, national policy and the development plan together
indicate that permission should be granted.

For these reasons, the application should be approved.

Kind regards

 


