


constant threat of eviction from roadside encampments. This application provides
a vital solution to this hardship, allowing a family to live with dignity and security.
3. Best Interests of the Child
Under the Children Act 2004 and the Human Rights Act (Article 8), the council
has a duty to consider the best interests of any children involved as a primary
consideration. A settled base at Ridge Lane is essential for their physical and
emotional well-being. Denying this application would effectively force children
back into an unsettled lifestyle, which is detrimental to their development and
access to local schools.
4. Proportionality and "Very Special Circumstances"
While the site is located in the Green Belt, the "Very Special Circumstances"
(VSC) test is met here. The combination of:
The acute, unmet local need for pitches;
The lack of any available alternative sites in the borough;
The personal circumstances and human rights of the applicants;
...clearly outweighs the limited harm to the Green Belt. This is a small-scale, 4-
pitch development that is far less intrusive than large-scale residential housing
and provides a much-needed social benefit.
5. Sustainability and Integration
Providing a settled site is more sustainable than the alternative of "unauthorised
encampments," which create higher costs for the taxpayer and more vehicle
movements. This site allows for the orderly management of land and enables the
family to integrate into the Meopham community as settled residents.
Conclusion
The Council cannot continue to penalise the Traveller community for a lack of
provision that is the Council's own responsibility to solve. I urge the Planning
Committee to follow national policy and the principles of fairness by approving
this application.

Kind regards

 


