Comments summary

Dear Sir/Madam,

Planning Application comments have been made. A summary of the commenits is provided below.

Comments were submitted at 21/02/2026 6:33 PM fro_

Application Summary

Address: Land North Of Cherry Trees Ridge Lane Meopham Gravesend Kent
Retrospective change of use for the siting of 4 pitches for Gypsy / Traveller

Proposal: occupation to include one static, one touring caravan and one amenity building
on each pitch. Associated changes in land levels and hard / soft landscaping.

Case Officer: Mrs Lisa Fisher

Click for further information
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Comments Details
Commenter Type:

Member of the Public

Stance:

Customer made comments in support of the Planning Application

Reasons for comment:
Comments:

Re: Planning Application 20260141 - Land North of Cherry Trees, Ridge Lane,
Meopham

| am writing to support this application. My support is based on the following
planning policy grounds:

1. Compliance with the Revised Planning Policy for Traveller Sites (PPTS)

The Government recently updated the PPTS (2024) and the National Planning
Policy Framework (NPPF) to be more inclusive. The new definition of "Gypsies
and Travellers” no longer requires applicants to prove they are actively traveling
to meet their cultural and accommodation needs. This application aligns with
these national reforms by providing a settled base that supports the traditional
lifestyle of the community.

2. Addressing the Local Pitch Shortfall

Gravesham Borough Council has a documented significant unmet need for
Gypsy and Traveller pitches.

The council's Five-Year Pitch Supply Statement (2024-2029) identifies a
requirement for 21 new pitches by 2029.

Currently, the council has zero deliverable land supply from new site allocations
to meet this need.

National policy states that if a local authority cannot demonstrate a five-year
supply of deliverable sites, it should be a significant material consideration in
favor of granting permission.

3. Alignment with Gravesham Local Plan Core Strategy

Under Policy CS17 (Provision for Traveller Sites) and the emerging Local Plan,



the Council is committed to meeting the identified accommodation needs of the
Gypsy and Traveller community. Providing four small-scale pitches at this
location is a sustainable way to address this deficit without over-concentrating
large sites in one area.

4. Sustainability and Welfare

Granting this permission would provide a settled base, which the PPTS explicitly
promotes to:

Ensure children can attend school regularly.

Provide stable access to health services.

Reduce the need for long-distance travel and potential environmental damage
from unauthorized encampments.

Conclusion

Given the critical shortage of sites in Gravesham and the recent national policy
changes favoring more inclusive site provision, this application represents an
appropriate and necessary development to meet local housing needs.

Kind regards



