


Istead Rise Primary School was oversubscribed again this year. Families already
living within the existing community, including residents of Worcester Close and
roads closer to the school than The Drove Way, were unable to secure a place
for their children. This demonstrates that pressure on school places is not a
hypothetical future concern - it is happening now. Adding 100 new homes, many
of which could be occupied by families with school-age children, would place
further pressure on a school that is already unable to accommodate all children
living locally.

There are equally serious concerns about healthcare provision. The local GP
surgery has no additional capacity to accommodate a significant increase in the
village population. Existing residents already depend on a limited local service,
and 100 additional homes would inevitably create further demand. It is difficult to
see how a development of this size can be considered sustainable without
additional healthcare capacity.

Public transport in Istead Rise is also extremely poor. Bus services are infrequent
and simply do not run often enough to provide a realistic alternative to travelling
by car for work, education, healthcare, shopping and other everyday journeys.
Istead Rise also has no railway station, further increasing reliance on private
vehicles.

Consequently, residents of these 100 additional homes would inevitably generate
a significant number of additional vehicle journeys. This would put further
pressure on local roads and junctions and increase traffic through the existing
village.

Taken together, these issues raise serious questions about whether this is an
appropriate or sustainable location for a development of this scale. The proposal
would mean the permanent development of Grade 3 agricultural land within the
Green Belt, on a site that was not identified for development in the Local Plan,
while adding substantial additional demand to a primary school that is already
oversubscribed, a GP surgery with no additional capacity, inadequate public
transport and local roads that would have to accommodate the resulting increase
in car journeys.

I recognise that new housing is needed, but it must be built in appropriate
locations with the infrastructure and services necessary to support it. I do not
believe that has been demonstrated in this case.

For these reasons, I respectfully ask Gravesham Borough Council to refuse
planning application 20260649.

Kind regards

 


