Comments summary

Dear Sir/Madam,

Planning Application comments have been made. A summary of the commenits is provided below.

Comments were submitted at 20/08/2026 10:14 PM from -

Application Summary

Address: Woodlands Farm Wrotham Road Culverstone Gravesend Kent DA13 ORQ
Outline planning application for the development of 67 dwellings, public open

Proposal: space and associated works, with approval sought for the principal means of
vehicular access from Newlands Lane. All other matiers are reserved.

Case Officer: Ms Amanda Cue

Click for further information

Customer Details

Name:

Email:

Address:

Rhododendron Avenue Meopham

Comments Details
Commenter Type:

Member of the Public

Stance:

Customer objects to the Planning Application

Reasons for comment:
Comments:

Inappropriate Development in the Green Beilt and Area of Outstanding Natural
Beauty (AONB)

The application site sits within a sensitive rural landscape near the Kent Downs
AONB and Green Belt land. The proposed scale and footprint of this
development represent an unacceptable overdevelopment of a semi-rural site.
The erosion of open countryside to make way for intensified use undermines key
national planning policies designed to protect Green Belt integrity and preserve
local character. The visual impact on the surrounding landscape will be intrusive,
transforming a quiet, characterful rural plot into a densely built environment.
Highway Safety and Traffic Congestion

Wrotham Road (A227) is already a heavily burdened artery subject to significant
congestion, high speeds, and poor visibility along key bends. Adding further
vehicular traffic to and from the access point at Woodlands Farm presents a
direct hazard to road safety. The increased volume of construction traffic, service
vehicles, and daily residential trips will exacerbale existing delays and make
pulling out onto Wrotham Road increasingly dangerous for local commuters and
pedestrian traffic alike. The current proposal lacks a convincing, comprehensive
traffic management plan that demonstrates safe access and egress.

Harm to Local Ecology and Biodiversity

Woodlands Farm and its immediate surroundings provide vital habitat for local
wildlife, including protected bird species, bats, and small mammals. The

proposed land clearing, increase in hardstanding, and accompanying light
pollution will disrupt natural ecological corridors and lead to irreversible habitat



loss. The applicant has failed to present an adequate biodiversity net gain
strategy or sufficient ecological mitigation measures to offset the environmental
damage this project will cause.

Inadequate Infrastructure and Drainage Concerns

Culverstone's local services-including schools, healthcare providers, and utility
networks-are already operating at near-capacity. Furthermore, surface water
runoff and drainage remain major issues in this part of Kent. Replacing natural
ground cover with impermeable surfaces increases the risk of local flooding and
surface water pool formation during periods of heavy rainfall, putting neighboring
properties at risk.

Conclusion

The proposed development at Woodlands Farm is contrary to both the
Gravesham Local Plan and national Green Belt protections. It threatens local
highway safety, harms the landscape character of Culverstone, and places an
unacceptable burden on local environment and services. | strongly urge the
planning committee to uphold planning guidelines, protect the rural integrity of
DA13, and refuse this application.

Kind regards



