


The addition of 100 households will generate significant vehicular movements 
every day. Istead Rise's access points and surrounding roads are already heavily 
congested, particularly during peak hours. Furthermore, local roads are in a poor 
state of repair, plagued by potholes and structural deterioration, while the 
connecting major roads [A227, Wrotham Road and New Barn Road] and the A2 
both London and coast bound are already operating at near full capacity. This 
development will exacerbate these issues, cause severe delays and 
compromising highway safety. 

 
3. Unsustainable Transport Infrastructure and Environmental Pollution:- 

Istead Rise suffers from a total lack of reliable, frequent and accessible public 
transport, forcing future occupiers to rely entirely on private car use. This directly 
conflicts with NPPF policies promoting sustainable transport and will 
significantly increase carbon emissions and local air pollution, directly harming 
the health and well-being of the community. 
 

4. Absence of Safe Walking and Cycling Routes:- 
There are no continuous footpaths or dedicated cycle routes connecting Istead 
Rise to essential facilities such as the local railway station at Meopham or to the 
farm shop at Broadditch Farm. Forcing pedestrians and cyclists onto narrow, 
poorly lit and dangerously congested roads creates an unacceptable safety risk 
and completely fails to promote active, sustainable travel. 
 

5. Overwhelming Strain on Local Infrastructure and Public Services:- 
Our local infrastructure is completely unequipped to support a larger 
population. Istead Rise lacks sufficient shopping facilities and necessary car 
parking spaces, everyday services and commercial amenities. Critically, the 
local doctor's surgery and local hospitals are already stretched to full capacity 
with long waiting lists and queues to get an appointment to see a GP. There is 
also an absolute lack of NHS dental availability in the area.  
 

6. Deficit in Education and School Places :- 
The local education system in Istead Rise would be unable to absorb the influx of 
children this and other developments in the area would bring. There has been a 
recent, documented reduction of available places at schools, meaning new 
families would face a lack of local provision forcing unsustainable school 
commutes to schools away from the area and once again adding to further 
traffic congestion at peak times. 
 

7. Unresolved Utilities and Water Scarcity Concerns:- 
There is severe uncertainty regarding whether the local water infrastructure has 
sufficient capacity to provide an uninterrupted supply of fresh water to 100 
additional homes. Proceeding without guaranteed water security creates an 
unacceptable risk of low pressure and supply issues to the whole of Istead Rise 
and the surrounding area. 
 

8. Irreversible Loss of Greenbelt Land, Farmland and Natural Habitats:- 




