


continuous walking and cycling routes to key destinations such as Gravesend
and Meopham, the scheme is not appropriate for the location.

3) Pressure on local services and infrastructure
Local GP surgeries and hospitals are already operating at or near capacity. Local
schools and colleges also have limited space. A development of 154 dwellings
would place unacceptable additional strain on healthcare, education and
community infrastructure. This infrastructure deficit is a major concern and has
not been convincingly mitigated.

4) Loss of countryside/greenbelt function, landscape character and coalescence
The site forms part of a valuable open green area which contributes to the local
setting, landscape character, and the separation between communities.
Developing this land would represent harmful urban sprawl and would erode the
gap between Istead Rise and New Barn, permanently altering the rural edge and
the special character of the locality. Once lost, this open land cannot be replaced.

5) Harm to ecology and biodiversity
The land supports wildlife and natural habitats, potentially including protected
species, and its loss would have long-term environmental consequences. The
proposal would cause significant habitat loss and fragmentation, contrary to
biodiversity objectives.

6) Impact on residential amenity of neighbouring properties
As a resident directly overlooking the site, I would experience a significant loss of
outlook and an overbearing change from open fields to dense housing, alongside
increased noise, disturbance and air pollution. The proposal would materially
harm the living conditions of existing residents and is disproportionate in scale
relative to its surroundings.

Conclusion
For the reasons above, the application represents inappropriate
overdevelopment of sensitive land, would create unacceptable highway and
safety impacts, place undue pressure on already stretched local services, and
would result in long-term harm to the environment and character of the area. I
respectfully request that the Local Planning Authority refuses this application.

Kind regards

 


