


lists that exceed their capacity and will be unable to cope with the additional
patients generated by this development, the Istead Rise surgery has publicly
confirmed this is the case.

Kent County Council documents clearly indicate that demand for primary &
secondary school places that will be created by this development cannot be
accommodated.

On a daily basis the existing School drop-off and pick-up times already cause
significant additional traffic and problems. The stretch of road 300m either side of
the school is gridlocked between 8.15am - 9am every school day and in the
afternoon as well.

The proposed number of extra houses will only add to the traffic problems. Lots
of parents taking their children to a secondary school in either Meopham or
Gravesend every morning or leaving for work from the proposed new estate into
a road that is already chaos will put small children and their parents in danger.

If approved the volume of construction & delivery vehicles entering / exiting the
site for a few years with deliveries of building materials & equipment will create
traffic problems, danger for school children crossing roads and dirt / dust & diesel
fumes (Air Pollution) right next to schools & nurseries for small children, even if
the developer puts measures in place to reduce the burden on roads & air
pollution the affects will still have a negative impact. Also contractors vans will
need to park on the roads all around Istead Rise as they are never allowed to
park on.

There are limited routes into and out of Istead Rise that can be taken by traffic,
so those that are available are already congested in the morning and evening.
Wider afield, the A2 junctions that these routes lead into are also subject to very
lengthy queues.

National Highways have formally requested that the Council should not grant
planning permission until at least April 16 while they properly assess the
implications of the development on the A2/A227 junction.

The applicants have made no mention in their submission regarding the potential
additional impacts arising from the development on The Thames Estuary and
Marshes Special Protection Area and Ramsar site. This is an internationally
important landscape for nature conservation and wintering wildfowl.

I share the concerns expressed by many of the residents of Istead Rise
regarding Foul and Surface Water drainage for the development, including in
particular, the lack of capacity to deal with foul waste water and concerns that the
serious problems of water supply being experienced elsewhere in the County will
soon be happening in Istead Rise due to a lack of investment by the Utility
Companies coupled with the substantial increase in demand that will take place.

The application proposals for surface water rely entirely on SuDS infrastructure
using infiltration basins and soakaways. I am concerned that future lack of or
insufficient maintenance of these features will result in an increased risk of
Surface Water flooding especially as my parents' property sits lower on the valley
side than the application site. The applicant's own drainage consultants have
highlighted the potential risk of surface water entering the foul sewer system
which will lead to overloading and potential discharges with accompanying health
and safety risks and issues. This concern has, I note, been picked-up in the 20
January letter from the County Council's Flood Team.

The proposed layout places foul sewer infrastructure very close to the basins.
Foul sewers should normally be separated from infiltration features to meet with
statutory undertaker adoption requirements and reduce risk of future settlement




