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Mr L Brown BSc MSc, MCIHT CMILT 
L Brown Associates Ltd 

34 Fallowfield 
Chatham 

Kent 
ME5 0DX 

02.04.26 
Tel 07709 969 599 

                                                    Our ref 1461 
Chief Planning Officer           For Attent Ms Amanda Cue 
Planning Services 
Gravesham Borough Council 
Civic Centre 
Windmill Street 
Gravesend 
Kant 
DA12 1AU 
 
Dear Amanda, 
 
Outline Application with all Matters Reserved Bar Access. Erection of a 
Bungalow. Altamirano Sole Street, Cobham, Gravesend. – Transportation 
Report.    
 
Further to our commission to prepare a response to Gravesham’s recent consultation 
with the Fire Authority, this transport statement addresses the questions or responds in 
anticipation of their response. This is supported by the D&A Statement we have 
already supplied.  
 
Access to the Site 
The development site is approximately 0.0213ha in size. The proposed development 
is a bungalow reflecting low density bungalows nearby. An aerial view of the site plus 
two storey dwellings that are also accessed off the road is shown below. 

 

 
 

The site has no trees but the neighbouring property has one on the southern boundary. 
The nearby railway line has trees on either side of the cutting.  
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The site is generally flat with a narrow-elongated garage on site with flagged paving 
to the eastern side of the garage as it has been used for off road parking to the current 
house Altamirano.  

 
Photographs of adjoining properties are shown below.  

 

   
1. Temperly                                      2. Te Koanga. 
 

   
2. Temperly & Lomas………………3. The Gables 
 

 
The access road is 2.6m in width, constructed in a dense bitumen macadam, with 
fencing set back a further 400mm. The block plan, drawing SK33, showed the access 
plus a carriageway width was included. The dimension is 2.6m. The drawing also 
shows properties served off the same access road. Drawing SK33 is included in 
Appendix 1.  
 
The site is 31m from the highway to the red line boundary. The red line boundary 
then extends a distance of 45m from the highway. These dimensions are shown on 
SK31A in Appendix 2.  All that has been added to the drawing is to add two 
dimensions to an already scaled drawing.  An extract is shown below.    
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Fire – Means of Access.  
The access road width is marginally less than 3.1m hence access by standard fire 
tenders may not be possible. An extract from the building regulations B1 is shown 
below.  

 

 
 
It is normal practice for fire access to be up to a maximum of 45m to the external 
fabric of the building. This is the distance over which a firefighter and water hose 
extends.   
 
These aspects will be discussed with the Fire Brigade during the building control 
submission details when a submission is made to building control.    
    

 
 
Therefore, parts of the external fabric of the building may extend beyond the 45m 
distance. However, as the building location and design is a reserved matter this will be 
dealt with later. Current best practice may therefore require a mist system to be put in 
place.   
 
Summary & Conclusions 
Following information from the case officer that Gravesham would now undertake a 
consultation with the fire authority we have prepared clarity in respect of fire 
authority access to the site.  
 
Having taken measurements, photographs of the area, monitoring current walk 
distances to the red line boundary of the site it is less than 45m in length. 
Neighbouring properties served and shared off the access road are significantly 
further from the highway that the application site.  
 
The building regulations has also been reviewed. Once the location, design of the new 
build is approved and building control details submitted the fire authority may require 
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a mist system to be installed. This however this would not result in a policy objection 
to the new dwelling in this location.  
 
Hence, in conclusion in the Local Plan and December 2024 NPPF terms there are no 
valid reasons to object in highway terms based on current evidence-based 
submissions. In NPPF terms policy 116 (Transport) the development, internal 
arrangements and subsequent impacts are de minimis hence the development should 
be approved.   
 
Yours sincerely 
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APPENDIX 1 
 

Drawing SK33 – Block Plans 
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APPENDIX 2 
 

Drawing SK31A – Existing layout with 2 Dimensions Added 
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