


very purpose and permanence of the Green Belt and make it extremely difficult, if
not impossible, for the Council to resist further similar applications on adjacent
plots.
3. Landscape Character and Openness
The development and associated hard landscaping, domestic paraphernalia and
engineered features would cause significant harm to the openness of the Green
Belt and the wider rural landscape setting, contrary to the fundamental
protections in the NPPF and the aims of Gravesham's development plan. ￼
4. Ecology, Biodiversity and Legal Protection
The valley supports a wide range of wildlife, including species such as owls,
woodpeckers, bats, insects and other birds reliant on trees and undisturbed
habitats. Local planning authorities have a statutory duty under the Environment
Act 2021 to conserve and enhance biodiversity, including delivery of biodiversity
net gain. Bats are also a European Protected Species under the Wildlife and
Countryside Act 1981 and the Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations.
Any loss or disturbance of habitats must be supported by robust ecological
surveys and mitigation, which does not appear to have been adequately
demonstrated.
5. Unauthorised Works and Prematurity
It appears that works (including hard landscaping) have commenced on site prior
to any planning permission being granted. If confirmed, this raises concerns
regarding unauthorised development in a sensitive, protected area and should be
fully investigated before any decision is made.
6. Conflict with Local Plan Policies
The Gravesham Local Plan (Core Strategy 2014 and saved policies) defines
areas for protection, including Green Belt, and requires development decisions to
accord with the development plan unless material considerations indicate
otherwise. The submitted proposals clearly conflict with this framework. ￼

For the reasons above, this application should be refused.

Kind regards

 


