


The introduction of built form, hard landscaping and domestic features into this
open valley setting would significantly detract from the rural landscape and
reduce openness. The visual and spatial impact would extend beyond the
application site and affect the wider Green Belt environment.

Biodiversity and Legal Duties
The surrounding land supports a diverse range of wildlife, including protected
species such as bats, as well as birds and insects dependent on existing trees
and vegetation. The Council is required under the Environment Act 2021 to
conserve and enhance biodiversity and ensure biodiversity net gain. Incremental
loss of habitat as a result of development across the valley would be contrary to
these statutory duties. Additionally, bats are protected under the Wildlife and
Countryside Act 1981 and associated regulations.

Unauthorised Works
There are concerns that hard landscaping or other preparatory works may have
commenced prior to the determination of this application. Given the Green Belt
location, any unauthorised activity should be investigated before a decision is
taken.

Departure from the Development Plan
The proposal conflicts with the Gravesham Local Plan objectives to protect
Green Belt land, countryside character and ecological assets. Approval would
undermine the effectiveness of these policies and set a damaging precedent for
the wider area.

For these reasons, the application should be refused.

Kind regards

 


