


static caravans, hardstanding and associated infrastructure. This would lead to
the gradual but irreversible transformation of the entire valley from open
countryside into a continuous developed corridor, fundamentally undermining
long-standing planning protections and eroding the integrity of the Green Belt.

Impact on Rural Character and Openness
The introduction of caravans, engineered landscaping, fencing and domestic
features would materially reduce openness and introduce an urban form of
development into an otherwise rural landscape. The cumulative impact would be
particularly harmful when viewed in the wider context of the valley.

Ecology and Biodiversity Concerns
The site and surrounding land provide habitat for a variety of wildlife, including
bats, owls, woodpeckers and numerous bird and insect species that rely on
mature trees and undisturbed green space. The Council has legal duties under
the Environment Act 2021 to protect and enhance biodiversity, and bats are
afforded additional protection under the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 and
the Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2017. Incremental
development across the valley would result in significant habitat loss and
fragmentation, contrary to these duties.

Works Undertaken Prior to Determination
There is evidence suggesting that hard landscaping and other preparatory works
may already have taken place on the site before planning permission has been
granted. This is concerning given the sensitive Green Belt location and should be
fully investigated before the application is determined.

Departure from the Development Plan
The proposal is contrary to the Gravesham Local Plan and its objectives to
protect Green Belt land, countryside character and biodiversity. Approving this
application would represent a clear departure from the development plan and
would significantly weaken future planning control in the area.

For the above reasons, I respectfully request that this application is refused.

Kind regards

 


