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SECTION 1 Introduction 

1.1 National Highways has provided a response (NH/25/13854) in relation to the submitted planning 

application (Gravesham Borough Council’s reference: 20251116) at Land West of Norwood Lane, 

Meopham: 

“Outline application with all matters reserved (except access) for a development of up to 150 
dwellings (Use Class C3), including affordable dwellings, and associated landscaping, public 
open space and infrastructure work.” 

1.2 Their response, attached in Appendix A, asks for further information before their holding objection to 

the application Land West of Norwood Lane, Meopham can be lifted.  

1.3 The response was provided on the 8th December 2025. 

1.4 This Technical Note is to provide a response and requested information to satisfy any concerns 

National Highways may have in regard to the proposed development’s impact on the Strategic Road 

Network (SRN), and specifically in this case the A2 junction with the A227. 

1.5 For clarity, the Transport Assessment, and therefore the analysis in this note, has been undertaken in 

accordance with the DfT’s Circular 01/2022 and establishes a vision based approach. 

SECTION 2 Impact on SRN 

2.1 The queries raised by National Highways are based on a potential impact on the SRN at the junction 

of the A2 and A227. As this junction is nearly 5km north of the application site, and Kent County Council 

(as the local highway authority) had not requested (at the pre-application stage) any impact 

assessment north of Meopham towards the A2, an assessment here was scoped out. 
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2.2 However, in order to address NH’s current queries, and demonstrate that the impact of the proposed 

development on the SRN is minimal, the distribution and assignment of development trips has been 

extended to the SRN at the junction of the A2 and A227. The principle of the methodology adopted 

within the Transport Assessment has been agreed as appropriate by National Highways in their 8th 

December response.  

2.3 Table 1 below presents the two-way flow at the A2 / A227 junction and the two-way flow which routes 

onto the SRN and the trips that remain on the local road network (LRN). 

Table 1: Two-Way Vehicular Trip Impact on SRN  

Junction / Network AM (08:00-09:00) PM (17:00-18:00) 

A2 / A227 Junction 21 23 

Trips on the SRN 8 9 

Trips that remain on LRN 13 14 

2.4 As Table 1 above shows, there are less than 10 two-way trips that would route onto the SRN itself and 

around 20 two-way trips that pass through the junction of the A2 / A227. This is a minimal impact and 

does not require further analysis.  

SECTION 3 Trip Generation 

3.1 National Highways has raised a query with regards to the modal split of trips of the proposed 

development. Their query is based on the different proportions shown within 2011 and 2021 Census 

data as compared to the TEMPro 2025 data used within the Transport Assessment. 

3.2 Firstly, the use of census data should be treated with caution as this is only for trips that relate to 

journeys to work and does not account for other journey purposes such as journeys to school, retail 

and other purposes. The TEMPro data used within the Transport Assessment does consider all journey 

purposes.  

3.3 Therefore, the comparison made in Table 1 of National Highways’ response is not appropriate. Using 

TEMPro data to look at ‘work’ related trips alone results in a modal share as presented below in Table 

2 below. 

Table 2: Mode Share for ‘Work’ related Trips – Average Day Gravesham 012 MSOA 

Mode Mode Share % 

Walk 6% 

Cycle 1% 

Car Driver 77% 

Car Passenger 12% 
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Mode Mode Share % 

Bus 2% 

Rail 2% 
Source: TEMPro; ‘Work’ incorporates Work and Employers’ Business 

3.4 Therefore, the data presented in the Transport Assessment is appropriate and more reflective of the 

likely journeys by all modes during a day. Table 3 below presents the car-based journey purposes for 

an average day using TEMPro data. 

Table 3: Average Day Journey Purpose Split – Car-based Trips 

Journey Purpose % 

Work 30% 

Employers Business 5% 

Education 7% 

Shopping 22% 

Personal Business 10% 

Recreation 10% 

Visiting Friends and Relatives 12% 

Holidays and Day Trips 4% 
Source: TEMPro 

3.5 As the table above shows, work related trips (‘Work’ and ‘Employers Business’) only account for around 

35% of car based trips (based on TEMPro average day data) during a typical day within non-work 

related trips being the vast majority.  

3.6 In terms of during the AM and PM peak periods, work related trips again account for around 50%-60% 

of vehicular trips. This was presented in the Transport Assessment. Therefore, the methodology of trip 

generation is robust. 

3.7 The Table presented in National Highway’s response also presents 2021 Census data which was 

influenced by Covid-19 and should not be considered a representative data set when considering 

journeys to work given the restrictions and changes in travel behaviour experienced during the time 

of the census. The Office for National Statistics sates on their page that “Census 2021 took place 

during the coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic, a period of unparalleled and rapid change; the 

national lockdown, associated guidance and furlough measures will have affected the travel to 

work topic.” 



 
 Land West of Norwood Lane, Meopham 

National Highways Response Technical Note 

 

  
Date: 19 February 2026      Ref: JN/BD/ITL16459-009 Page: 4 
 

SECTION 4  Summary 

4.1 This Technical Note has presented further information to help satisfy National Highways that the 

proposed development would have negligible impact on the SRN and specifically the A2 / A227 

junction.  

4.2 The proposed development vehicular trips have been distributed and assigned to an extended 

network, demonstrating that the impact in terms of vehicular movements at the A2 / A227 junction is 

minimal and the number of trips that route onto the SRN is only around 10 two-way vehicular trips in 

the peak hour.  

4.3 The query regarding mode share proportions raised by National Highways compared the TEMPro data 

presented in the Transport Assessment with 2011 and 2021 (Covid-19 influenced) journey to work data. 

This only shows the mode share of trips to work and does not account for other journey purposes 

which the TEMPro data within the Transport Assessment does. The comparison is therefore not 

appropriate.  

4.4 Additional data has been presented showing that if only considering work related trips from TEMPro, 

that the proportion of car passenger trips is similar to what is presented in National Highways response. 

Work related trips only account for 50%-60% of vehicular trips in the peak periods and only 22% of 

vehicular trips during an average day, so to use the mode share proportions as presented by National 

Highways would not be appropriate nor representative of likely trips generated by the development. 

4.5 Based on the negligible impact of the proposed development on the SRN and the robust methodology 

presented in the Transport Assessment, further consideration of the proposed development’s impact 

on the SRN is not required.  
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