


agricultural land. National policy (NPPF) seeks to protect BMV land to ensure
long-term food security. Developing this site permanently removes high-quality
arable land, increasing reliance on food imports and the associated carbon
footprint of transport.

4. Biodiversity and Ecological Harm -
Habitat Destruction: The proposal will result in the loss of established hedgerows
and ancient ecosystems that support protected species, including bats, badgers,
and owls.
Ecological Connectivity: This development would sever established "flight paths"
and hunting grounds, leading to a permanent decline in local biodiversity that
cannot be mitigated by standard landscaping.

5. Impact on Community Character and Pollution -
Village Identity: The scale of 725 homes would effectively "shatter" the distinct
rural identities of Hook Green and Sole Street, leading to a loss of village
character through inappropriate densification.
Light and Air Quality: The development will introduce significant light pollution
into a currently dark-sky area and increase airborne pollutants, detrimental to the
health of existing residents.

6. Highways Safety and Infrastructure Strain -
Traffic Volume: Based on average car ownership, this development could
introduce approximately 1,450 additional vehicles, plus delivery vehicles. The
existing road network, specifically Camer Road, is physically narrow in places
and unsuitable for the increased volume of traffic.
Hazardous Junctions: The junction of Camer Road and Wrotham Road is already
a known point of congestion and safety concern due to its proximity to the
Parade shopping area. This development would exacerbate these hazards for
pedestrians and cyclists.
Capacity Deficit: Local amenities, including shops (parking at the Parade) and
local GP surgeries, are already operating at capacity. The proposal offers no
viable solution for the overwhelming pressure 725 new households would place
on local services.

Kind regards

 


